
EA Bridge 
Program

September 2019





● Understanding the culture of 

schools

● Inclusion - philosophy to practice

● Place-based - knowing our 

Indigenous students

● Non-Violent Crisis Intervention

● Role of EAs

● Learning and supporting medical 

conditions

Our Learning Components:



● Understanding and 

supporting diversity in 

schools

● Interpersonal communication

● Positive behaviour supports

● Working and supporting ELL 

● Technology and Visuals to 

support learning

● Child Development and 

Learning 



Course Overview 
Sept. 16 Monday
Morning: 
Inclusion, Designations
Role of Ed Assistant

Sept. 17 Tuesday
Morning: 
Learning about and 
supporting Indigenous 
students

Sept. 18 Wednesday
Morning: 
Child Development and 
Learning

Sept. 19 Thursday
Morning: 
Understanding Behaviour
Trauma Informed Practice
Positive Behaviour 
Supports

Sept. 20 Friday
Morning: 
Communication, 
boundaries, social 
emotional learning

Afternoon: 
CUPE, 
Health and Safety

Afternoon:
Using Technology -
Google Read & Write

Afternoon:
Student independence & 
belonging
{Using visuals & iPads}

Afternoon:
Self-regulation in 
elementary  
Q&A with an EA

Afternoon:
CPI FLEX Program 
Online coursework 

Sept. 23 Monday
Non-Violent Crisis 
Intervention (CPI)
8:30 - 3:30

Full Day

Sept. 24 Tuesday

In school Observations:
Macaulay Elementary
Arbutus Middle School
Reynolds Secondary 

*opportunity to spend one day at 
each school/level

Sept. 25 Wednesday

In school Observations:
Macaulay Elementary
Arbutus Middle School
Reynolds Secondary 

*opportunity to spend one day at 
each school/level

Sept. 26 Thursday

In school Observations:
Macaulay Elementary
Arbutus Middle School
Reynolds Secondary 

*opportunity to spend one day at 
each school/level

Sept. 27 Friday

Your questions and 
reflections after school 
visits.

Matrix  and Interviews







Reflection from our morning:
Learning about and supporting Indigenous learners



School Visits

Elementary:  Ècole Macaulay Elementary School

Middle:  Arbutus Global Middle School

Secondary:  Reynolds Secondary School









Reflections
“We have to have close communication with 
teachers.  Clear communication not only 
creates good teamwork, but it also provides 
more opportunities for our children.” 

“Meeting and talking with an EA was very 
reassuring that this is the right path for me.”

“Presume competence! I really like this! This 
mindset seems integral to be an excellent EA.”

“What can I do, as an EA, to facilitate learning 
and contribution from atypical students?”

“Be a stress detective! Just like us, the kids are 
going to have bad days too.”

“Working on case studies was great. It showed 
me the information I’m retaining and allowed 
me to use others’ ideas to improve my own. It 
proved to me that group learning can be so 
beneficial because I felt more confident after 
the activity.” 

“It was my pleasure to know a variety of 
students who have autism.  I gain experience 
by being with them...each one has a different 
attitude.”

“Focus on a child’s strengths, build their 
confidence and make them feel important.”



A final reflection:

“It’s been a precious two week training.  

I learned so much about the role of an 

EA and how to support children.  I’ve 

met these wonderful people at the 

training and in the field.  Although we 

are different in many ways, we have 

something in common. We enjoy 

helping others!!  It’s not the end, it is the 

beginning of the next chapter.”


