
Operational Capacity Information
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Nominal vs Operational Capacity

• Nominal Capacity represents the student capacity of a school based on the following 
capacities per instructional space
• Kindergarten 20 pupils per classroom
• Elementary 25 pupils per classroom
• Middle & Secondary 25 pupils per classroom and Vocational Modules

• Nominal Capacity forms the baseline capacity which will remain fixed, subject to changes 
being made in physical space i.e additions / renovations

• Operating Capacity – determined by adjusting the nominal capacity to reflect the grade 
structure and classroom student capacity

• Operating Capacity and Nominal Capacity maybe the same value, as will be the case for 
most Middle and Secondary Schools 

• Note: Ministry designated nominal and operating capacity is used to make comparisons 
across the province, and is not a mandated or max capacity.  School boards determine 
their own operating capacities, based on local decisions, and subject to the limits 
established by the School Act.
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Area Measurement
Room Modules- measured within the inside surfaces of main enclosing walls 

and partitions.

Undefined Boundaries – Passageways shall be assumed to be not less then 2m 
wide where circulation is likely.

Mezzanines – measured as normal floor space

Stages – Generally included as part of the main space served.  i.e – stages in 
gym is included in the design space.

Ancillary Rooms – rooms less than 40m2, storage rooms, seminar rooms, 
included as main instructional space, only when directly accessible to that 
instructional space.  Seminar Rooms 40m2 and larger shall be measured as 

instructional space, regardless of access.

Instructional rooms between 80-120m2 shall be recorded as only 80m2 and 
extra space allocated as design space

Instructional rooms between 40-79m2 or exceeding 120m2 shall be recorded in 
full as the actual area



Exceptions

• Substandard Space – determined by the Ministry to be substandard. i.e Basements with 
insufficient ceiling height

• Special Education - Area allowances for special education programs, such as learning 
assistance are included in core requirements for Elementary, Middle and Secondary 
Schools

• Non-Standard Programs – School Board may wish to offer programs for which no 
standard module area has been stablished.  Such spaces will be designed on the 
individual basis
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Elementary Schools – Operating Capacity

• Operating Capacity of a school is based on the current average classroom capacity and 
the grade structure

• Current Classroom Capacity 

• Kindergarten is 19 pupils per classroom

• Elementary Grades 1-3 is 21 pupils per classroom

• Elementary Grades 4-7 is 25 pupils per classroom

• Average classroom capacity for a grade 1-5 structure is 22.6 
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Design Sheet for Eagle View Elementary



Calculating Elementary School Operating Capacity

• Determine # Kindergarten Classrooms = 2 (158 m2 ~2 classrooms)

• Determine # 1-5 Classrooms =9
702m2 (General Instruction Space)
+80.2m2 (Multi –purpose room)
-91.3 m2 (Special Education allocation)
______
690.9 m2 ÷ 80m2 (classroom size) =8.63~9 classrooms
K=2 *19(Av classroom capacity) = 38
E=9* 22.6 (Av classroom cap for grades 1-5) = 203.4

• Operating Capacity = 38 + 203 = 241 (Eagle View Elementary)
• Nominal Capacity = 40 + 225 
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Middle and Secondary Schools

• Current pupil capacity construction module for middle and secondary schools is 
25

• Since nominal capacity is based on the same criteria, middle and secondary 
schools will have the same nominal and operating capacities.
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Secondary School Module Areas
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Calculating Secondary School Operating Capacity

Calculate the Module Rating

Module Rating = Actual Area of Module / Area of equivalent module in 2.8.3

Example Business Education Mod = 244 / 120 = 2.03

Add up all Module Ratings , for Oak Bay this value = 26.43

2. Calculate Number of General Instructional Spaces

Oak Bay General Instructional Space = 2050 m2 (Total Area) / 80 m2 ( Gen Instructional Mod Area) 
=25.63

3.  Operational Capacity = (26.43 + 25.63)*25 (Av Classroom Capacity Table 2.4.1)= 1301.5 ~1300
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Core Area of Instructional, Design and Mechanical Space for Junior Middle School based on Nominal Capacity
Junior Middle School – Grade 6-8
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Middle School Module Areas
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Design Sheet for Colquitz Middle School



Calculating Middle School Capacity

• Current pupil capacity construction module for middle schools is 25

• The Operating/Nominal Capacity has an Elementary and Secondary component

• Add the Mod component (Colquitz=6.16 ~6)

• Large Room Capacity (698.6m2 / 80m2=8.7 ~9)

• Small Room Capacity (583.3m2 / 80m2 =7.29 ~7)

• Operating Capacity = Mods + Rooms = (6 + 7 +9 ) *25  = 550

• E= Elementary Operating Capacity = Mods + Lg Room = (6  +  9) = 15
• 15*25 = 375

• S=(Sm Room+ Deficit )-Mods = (7 + 1.07) – 6= 2.01 ~2

• Secondary Capacity = Operating Capacity (550) - Elementary (375) = 175

Total Operating Capacity = 550

E: 375 S:175
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