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Engagement session:   Saturday, April 7 2018 
Group: Community 
# of attendees:  315 
Location:  Vic High Andrews Gymnasium   

What elements of the 
current Victoria High School 
building do you VALUE THE 
MOST?   

• Architecture of outer building particularly the entrance
• The entire building upgrades, safety, should strive to keep

as much of the heritage intact as possible
• Keep the old gym structure (Upper track) the same!
• The building is part of my emotional architecture. I have

written about it a lot.
• The heritage history and what that can “teach” our kids
• High ceilings in classrooms and corridors= mental breathing

space
• The spiritual energy of all who have been and are here
• The primary historic aspects of the school have national

value. The things left from WW1 & WW2 must be retained.
Keep it as true as possible. Please.

• It’s part of all our histories. The heart of a community.
• Memorials of WW1 soldiers
• Architecture, culture, history
• Architecture, Community inclusion, history, theatre, film

industry
• It is beautiful. I love looking towards it from Vining or North

Park streets. It stands out as a beautiful monument in the
neighbourhood

• Limited capacity –Not a mega school!
• Save our heritage, save our history.
• The historic exterior and heritage value to the city
• Aesthetic, historic, social, cultural, landscape values
• My kids and grandkids attended, us too
• The character of it. My daughter loves the uniqueness and

old feel to the building says it shapes the way students
relate

• Architecture, beauty and history
• Love the stairwells, high ceilings and marble. Could never

get those in a new school!
• The staff and kids
• Theatre, gym, big, bright halls and staircases
• The history, beauty, stairs, height, stain glass, built in

cabinets, wood floors etc
• My grandfather went here. My mom went here class of

1944. I attended love the theatre.
• Space and grandeur of the building. Historical materials and

architecture
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• The look of the outside. It looks so beautiful like it belongs
• The memorials, the attic, sense of history
• The building itself architecture, history, importance to the

local community, auditorium and memorials
• What happens in the classroom not the building itself
• Heritage aspect, historical significance, legacy of past
• History, beauty, character
• The history, architectural, style, heritage, interior and

exterior details. It’s part of our cultural heritage too.
• Ceiling height, class sizes, hallway sizes, space will be lost to

“minimum standards”
• Building architecture inside and out. Love the stairwells, the

mouldings and the brick work
• Amazing stone work and interior moulding
• Architecture, the history, the culture. She is the Grande

Dame!
• The history and the inside is great because it is inspiring for

kids in the school :)
• “heart of the city”
• The history, memorials, architecture
• Importance to the community. Legacy of grads. The attic.
• The attic, the auditorium, the façade, the grass, the history
• Save the exterior at least, key features inside
• Memorial, windows, auditorium, architecture, heritage

value
• Interior architecture as well as exterior restoration! Not tear

down
• The attic, the memorials to fallen of WW1 & WW2, overall

beautiful architecture
• Architecture and history, big windows, wooden doors, stain

glass, mouldings, big classroom
• Architecture, history, beauty
• The architecture and the history
• Saving original architecture and inside and outside too

important!
• Theatre and old gym, history of this school
• It is part of the history of Victoria. A gorgeous building.
• Theatre including the balcony
• Exterior of building, auditorium, Roper and Andrews gym,

cabinetry, entrance hall, attic
• Castle like structure, theatre is awesome
• We love Vic High a lot
• Keep the school. It’s part of our history
• History, location, beauty, the graduates of Vic High



13 

• The heritage exterior of the 1914 building should be
preserved in its entirety. Architectural value, materials,
community use, under used capacity, historical legacy

• History, beautiful, architecture
• The warmth of the exterior and the history of the attic
• The living history ie boys and girls separate entrances
• Character, heritage, size. Keep the school small
• The attic. The historic (and now sexist design), the

auditorium, the archives, gym, tunnels, stadium.. All of it!
• This is an historic and valued building in our community! It

should stand tall forever.
• “I like this old building” (N.W. 5 years old)
• The friendly, inclusive, ambience and the tech and arts!

Trades
• Theatre!
• Façade, nice interior or details (entrances, stained glass)
• Whatever the option, the school must be big enuff to

accommodate all students in the catchment.
• That I get to go here when I am old.
• That I am going to be hear when I am older. (R.W.)
• The landmark history!
• This is a spectacular heritage building that MUST be

preserved. It is unique and iconic in Victoria. It is a very
important link to our history and cannot be lost

• Architecture, history, auditorium, attic, memorials, gyms,
stained glass, Vic High

• History it is an integral part of Victoria culture and values
• The heritage auditorium, stairwells with original woodwork

and old Roper gym should be preserved unaltered
• Architecture both outside and inside. Woodwork, stained

glass windows, tiles work and window frames
• The location
• The history, heritage value, modern construction will never

match this quality
• How it connects us to our history
• Heritage, history, community, landmark
• Theatre
• To think that the person who designed this school, also

designs the parliament building and how beautiful is that!
• It’s beautiful and fits the neighbourhood. It includes a sense

of history and connection to the past
• History, beauty, spirit of the school
• The architecture and history but most of all how it serves

the present and future community
• Sense of heritage and history
• The place that Vic High has in the history of Victoria
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• Heritage! Maintain exterior and interior as much as possible
while conducting necessary upgrade landmark history

• Providing opportunities for the film industry and
surrounding community

• Architecture, location, Heart of Victoria
• Wonderful theatre, great gyms, spacious, airy classrooms,

beautiful and outdoor spaces
• Theatre, windows, art rooms, fresh air, historic role,

character
• The interior and exterior, stained glass, large windows,

wooden fixtures, tiled washrooms
• History, façade the “Feel” of the school to the students and

neighbourhood - welcomes

What elements of the 
current Victoria High School 
building are the most 
challenging?  

• Earthquakes
• Unsafe seismically, unsafe drinking water, outdated learning

facilities,
• The gym and its dingy downstairs, is a dungeon
• Meeting future demand within confines of existing

infrastructure
• The building lacks accessibility. To enter the main, you use

the elevator which requires a key, which must be obtained
from the office on the 2nd floor which must be reached
elevator or stairs.

• $103+ million on a bridge let’s find the money to save the
building and make it safe!

• The auditorium deserves some upgrades and love. For
theatre and dance students new technology and new seats

• Lack of student capacity, brought about by lack of future
planning!

• The school needs to be made accessible to people with
disabilities

• Seismic upgrade, not damaging the architecture finding
space more students, portables? “studios”, additions?

• Maintenance, overgrown landscaping, tired stadium, but it
is the heart of a vibrant community

• Seismic safety
• Safety
• Demo is waste and pollution
• The lighting is cheap and awful and causes headaches
• Light is bad
• Won’t stand up in an earthquake
• Having the will to push for the $$ to do a proper restoration
• Safety – how to keeps kids safe and maintain the beauty of

the existing building
• Difficult to duplicate in a brand-new building
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• Building is old and dark, breathe fresh life into this area with
a new state of the art school for the kids

• I like this school the way it is, but feel strongly about having
seismic and safety upgrades done

• Save the building
• Seismic studies indicate moderate risk rather than extreme
• Soft ground – liquid in earthquake?
• Poor weight room, out of date science rooms
• There are very few problems with this school its design has

stood the test of time, it can be easily be earthquake
prepped

• A lot of corridors and wasted space, my breathing hurts in
this building

• Some heritage benefits. What do students think?
• Preserving the historic value. It would be a crime to destroy

this school
• Ability to open up tow classrooms for collaborations/team

teaching
• I support spending more $18 to be character but still

making it safe
• Vic High no longer big enough as Victoria only High School?

Decentralize, build another (School board has empty school
and empty land) Add a wing.

• I don’t want my daughter in an earthquake while people
quibble about heritage value. My daughter is my heritage
and my everything. Elizabeth Monk.

• Please replace water fountains even before seismic
upgrade!!

• Agree!!
• Architectural history
• Preserving the history but making it safe!
• Being ok to spend more $ for a better option. Needs

maintenance, repair and seismic upgrades, but that can de
done with restoration and creativity

• Seismic upgrade must not destroy historical integrity
• Learn from Oak Bay – Kids education is more important

than
reserving an imposing OLD building!

• Restoration of architecturally significant assets, seismic
upgrading, method some with original possibly preserve

• I found it challenging to get from the gym to my 4th floor
math class on time. But it kept me fit! Challenges are good.

• Too small for population, the best thing for the kids in the
future is education and a space to learn

• Inequity Re: facilities compared with other schools
• Demolishing this building would be a tragedy. Please don’t.
• Lack of funding for the track and the auditorium upgrade.
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• Lead pipes, poor heating/ cooling, lack of flexible space
• Maintaining the overall appearance while making it safe
• Vital that renewed Vic High have the facilities for todays’

student learning needs
• Nasty old materials (tiles, walls, panels, paint) weird

cramped side halls and stairwells.
• The character will never be duplicated
• New exterior in many but not areas. Keep exterior our kids

are worth it!
• Systematic stripping of maintenance budgets
• The interior is too compartmentalized and lacks flow. Not a

pleasant space for new students. Maintain the exterior and
refurbish the interior where required you don’t retain
history by “”tearing down”

When considering options 
and planning for the future 
of Victoria High School, 
which THREE or these items 
do YOU value most?   

Heritage protection 162 
School amenities 141 
Environmental considerations 83 
Increased capacity for catchment students 62 
Community access or amenities 42 
Flexibility of learning spaces 30 
Capital costs 20 
Operating costs 8 

Tell us WHY you feel this 
way 

See forms 

What other ideas should be 
considered when planning 
for the future of Victoria 
High School? 

• Other community amenities and access
• Quality education for all
• Short term blips in otherwise flat enrollment doesn’t justify

tearing the building down. Value the context and fix the
building.

• A well thought out transition plan for students during
construction. Parental feedback, student feedback
transportation

• Upgrade building and add new wing with more classrooms!!
• Exactly as written just above!
• Size of school: Worry that the new building is “too small”

and needs to be expanded to accommodate the # of
students (ie Royal Bay)

• Build a new school. Use this one for affordable housing,
senior housing, keep theatre, condos for families,
community centre, etc. Make sure the interior environment
is top notch for students well- being. Light, sound, space, air
materials =happiness and learning

• A long house on the former Fairey Tech property in support
of indigenous languages, arts, etc.
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• There should be an option to vote for the quality of
education for the students

• What to do in the meantime- ie What if there’s an
earthquake tomorrow? I read the Catholic school bought
earthquake proof desks – What alternative options can be
taken for immediate protection and our children?

• Preserve the history and heritage of the building and make
it safe… DON’T TEAR IT DOWN
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