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Dates to Remember 

Feb. 1 Ready Set 

Learn 10:30—11:00  

Feb. 14 Red and 

White Day 

Feb. 15 PAC meeting 

7;00 in the library 

Feb. 17  Pro D Day no 

school in session 

Feb. 24 Pizza Sushi 

Day 

Feb. 29 Pick Shirt Day. 
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 The winter gloom was relieved for us last week by the in-

stallation of some art work.  Across from the staff room you can 

now see an original watercolour of Willows School executed and 

generously donated by Leslie Redhead in honour of our 100th 

birthday. Leslie is the mother of Blake Redhead, a former student 

of Willows.  As well, the 3 stairwells of the school and the wall be-

side the staff room now contain the banners created through 

last year’s Artist in Education project.   

 For families new to Willows, this project was in celebration 

of our 100th birthday.  With the help of our Artist in Education, Ra-

chel Evans, students at Willows thought about what their school 

meant to them and translated their ideas to drawings which they 

used to create foam stamps. They then used these stamps to 

make prints on fabric squares they had painted. The printed fab-

ric squares were sewn into banners by a Willows parent, Shannon 

Carmichael.  These beautiful banners now grace our walls and 

we are enjoying seeing our students stop to look at the banners 

and try to find the square they contributed.   

 Students can express their learning in different ways, in this 

case aesthetically.  We often talk at Willows about being part of 

the Willows’ family and this project created a tremendous sense 

of pride in our Willows’ community.  On your next visit to the 

school do take a moment to look at our new art work!  

Gillian 
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Students in the Greater Victoria School District have the choice to attend either their catchment school or any other 

school within our District. Catchment schools are defined by the residential postal code. For those students who wish 
to enroll in a school outside their catchment area, we have two student transfer processes in place; the Kindergarten 

Student Transfer Process (for Kindergarten  students only) and the K-12 Student Transfer Process (for all students). 
In all cases, transportation is the responsibility of the family when a student attends an out-of-catchment school.  
 

Kindergarten Transfer Process  

 a)   Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten Registration Week takes place during the first week of February.  

Kindergarten parents register their child between January 30 - February 3, 2012 for the 

2012/2013 school year.  
Catchment information for the English program can be found on our website at www.sd61.bc.ca/

schoolCatchment.aspx.  

Catchment information for the French Immersion program can be found at www.sd61.bc.ca/

frim.aspx.  

Parents wishing to enroll their Kindergarten child at an out-of-catchment school within the District 

are to make their request upon registration at their catchment school.  
During Kindergarten Registration Week, parents register their child at their catchment school by fill-

ing out a registration form. These forms are numbered sequentially in the order of registration.  

During Kindergarten Registration Week, parents who have an older child enrolled in a school in  

September 2012 and wish to have both children enrolled in the same school, can register their    

Kindergarten child at that school and do not have to go through the Kindergarten Transfer Process.  
Students may enter Early French Immersion in either Kindergarten or Grade 1. Students cur-

rently in the English program Kindergarten in Greater Victoria who are applying to enter Immersion 

Grade 1 follow the Kindergarten Transfer Process outlined below. For more information, please go 
online and see “Frequently Asked Questions about the Kindergarten Transfer Process.”  

 

 b)  Kindergarten Transfers  
Parents who wish to have their Kindergarten child attend a school other than their catchment school 

are given a Kindergarten Transfer Application form at their catchment school.  

Parents submit the application form to the Board office by February 6, 2012, 4:00 pm.  

At the end of Kindergarten Registration Week, the District reviews the enrolment numbers of         

in-catchment students at each school and identifies schools that have space available for out-of-
catchment students. Transfer applications are then approved or denied.  
When transfers are denied, the requested school creates a wait list that is based on the number on 

the registration form.  

Example: Nine students from three different catchment schools (A, B, C) apply for transfer to school D.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Catchment School A  Catchment School B  Catchment School C  

Jesse (registration form #6)  Adam (registration form #2)  Tom (registration form #4)  

Peter (registration form #12)  Ed (registration form #9)  Toni (registration form #19)  

Sally (registration form #17)  Paula (registration form #32)  Ted (registration form #32)  

1. Adam (reg. #2)   5.   Peter Adam (reg. #12) 

2. Tom (reg. #4)   6.   Sally (reg. # 17)  
3. Jesse (reg. #6)   7.   Toni (reg. # 19) 

4. Ed (reg. #9)   8.   Paula (reg. # 32)* 
    8.   Ted (reg. # 32)* 

* both are accepted when 2 spaces are available 

 
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b)  Kindergarten Transfers continued 

Schools manage their own wait lists. When space becomes available, the schools contact the next 

student on their wait list.  

Kindergarten families are informed in writing of transfer approvals or denials prior to the end of    

February.  

If parents wish to apply for a Kindergarten transfer after the Kindergarten Registration week, they 

can do so during the K-12 Student Transfer Application Week, February 16 to 24, 2012. 

 
 
II. K-12 Student Transfer Process  
 

The purpose of the K-12 Student Transfer Process is to accommodate students in attending the school of their choice. 
All students in the Greater Victoria School District are members of a Family of Schools. A Family of Schools is       

comprised of several elementary schools from which students move to a designated middle school and from there to a 

designated secondary school. Students who move in this manner will not be required to complete a Student Transfer 
Form. At any grade level, when students want to change schools (or pathways), they will complete the Student Trans-

fer Application form.  In all cases, transportation is the responsibility of the family when a student attends an out-of 
catchment school. 

 

Pathway documents can be found on line at www.sd61.bc.ca/schoolCatchment.aspx or for French Immersion program 
www.sd61.bc.ca/firm.aspx 
 

The K-12 Student Transfer Process takes place from mid February to the end of February.  

Students who wish to transfer to a school other than their designated school for the 2012/2013 school year, will 

complete a K-12 Student Transfer Application form between February 16 – 24, 2012. During this time, applica-

tion forms are available at the school and on our District website, www.sd61.bc.ca.  
The following steps are necessary to transfer to another school:  

o Completion of the K-12 Student Transfer Application form, including date and signature.  

o Students currently in, or who plan to attend, a secondary school (9-12) in the next school year, request an 

     appointment with the Principal of the designated secondary school (which is the school from which the  

     students would like to transfer).  
o Parents mail or deliver the completed K-12 Student Transfer Application form to the School Board Office  

    by Friday, February 24, 2012.  
 

Transfer applications are reviewed with school space in mind, and families receive written confirmation by the end 

of March 2012. When transfers have been approved, students will be considered members of the new Family of 

Schools.  
After February 24, 2012, elementary and middle school students wishing to attend a school other than their 

designated school are asked to go to the school they wish to attend to have their name placed on a wait list.  

A Late Student Transfer Process for secondary students only will take place between March 27—April 3, 2012.  
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Willows Spelling Bee - 2012    
 
Our Willows’ Spelling Bee was held the week of our big snow.    I want to  con-
gratulate all the students who took part and I want them to know that we are 
very very proud of what they have been able to accomplish.  I also want to thank 
our teacher sponsors Mrs. Goorachurn and Mrs. Connelly and even though they 
were not able to be with us for the Bee we know their thoughts and good wishes 
were.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The winners of this year’s Bee were Jayda (#2),  Hailey (#6), 
and Jack (#20).  Because the guidelines for the CanWest Spell-
ing Competition state that students must be in grades 4 and up 
only Hailey and Jack will move on this year.  I know that Mrs. 
Goorachurn will keep us up to date on the progress of our stu-
dents.     

Thanks go to Mr. Dann for 
once again offering to be our 
Judge and Mme Lawson for 
stepping in at the last minute 
to be our Pronouncer.   The 
Bee could not have happened 
without these teachers  jumping in and lending a hand.   We 
are very lucky to be working in such a student focused com-
munity. 
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L’École Intermédiaire 

Lansdowne 
Middle School 

            

 

   Attention Grade 5 Students: 

You and your parents are invited to our OPEN HOUSE! 
 

Lansdowne Middle School 
1765 Lansdowne Road (corner of Lansdowne & Richmond) 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 
7:00 pm to 8:30 p.m. 

 

We’ll begin with an assembly in the gym, starting at 7 p.m. 
Come and meet our teachers, find out more about our programs,  

hear our band and choir, and visit our classrooms! 

 

Principal: Ken Andrews              Vice-Principal: Jennifer MacDonald       Phone: (250) 598-3336 

Monterey Middle 
School  

Orientation 

February 9, 2012 

7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Multi-purpose Room 
 

(For students new to 
Monterey in September 

2012) 

The Middle School 

Model 

Monterey Middle 

School 

Monterey Middle 
School                        
from students’ 
perspective. 

Slide show 

PAC 

Questions 

Tour of the School 

Refreshments 

 

 
 

 
 
On Wednesday, February 1st  we are inviting  
parents to bring their 3, 4 and 5 year olds to 
École Willows Elementary School to take part in 
our Ready, Set, Learn event.  This year we have 
maintained the time and will be holding our an-
nual program from 10:00—11:30 am.    We will 
have lots of things for you and your children to 
participate in.  Come and join us in our gym for 
a snack at 10:00, followed by a story , and then 
activity stations to keep you busy until 11:30.    
If you know of anyone in our community who 
has children ages 3 or 4 please let them know of 
this opportunity.  We would appreciate you 
passing along this information.  If they have 
questions, they can call the school at 250-592-
2486. 
 
Your R.S.L. Committee 



 

 

      

  

 We love to see your children’s happy faces at school each day but, just as im-

portant, we know that regular attendance at school is one of the predictors of school 

success. Research shows that students who attend school less than 90% of the time (19 

days missed per year) have increased odds that they will not graduate.  When a stu-

dent’s attendance dips below 80% (missing 37 or more days in the year), the student 

has only a 1 in 6 chance of graduating on time or one year later. 

 Punctuality is also a part of developing good attendance habits in the elemen-

tary years.  The first part of the day contains important routines such as calendar, book 

exchanges, Learning Assistance sessions, reading groups, etc.  Coming in late and 

scrambling to catch up is not the best way to begin the day! 

 We understand that children have to miss school at times,  espe-

cially in the case of illness.  We do appreciate your efforts at all other 

times to have your children attend regularly and arrive  punctually.  
Please remember to sign in at the office if you are late, and  to sign your 

child out at the office if you are taking your child early. 

Many thanks! 

Wendy and Gillian 
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On Wednesday, February 22, 9:15—3:00 our Willows’ Swim Club members will 

be taking part in the preliminary swim meet.  Once again this year we have a 

very large team and we know that they will do their best as well as have fun.   

Based on the results of this meet, we may have swimmers advancing to the 

Championship Meet which will be held on Sunday, February 26th.  Staff will 

be accompanying our students to both meets.  We wish our students the 

very best and we know they will represent École Willows School very well. 
GO WILLOWS ! ! ! 

 

 

 

This fall the Ministry of Education announced it’s new plan for 

education in B.C.   There are 5 Key Elements to the new plan.  

We will be looking at each of the five elements in up-coming 

newsletters.   We encourage you to familiarize yourself with the 

plan by accessing www.bcedplan  

http://www.bcedplan.ca/theplan.php


 

 

Before & After 

School Care 
Promoting Active & Healthy Lifestyles! 

Licensed Care Programs 
Activities offered:  swim lessons, outȤtrips, Sportball, 

skate lessons, gym time, golf lessons, plus arts, crafts, 

baking, tennis lessons, outdoor activities & more! 

Available to Willows Elementary Students 

Kindergarten—Grade 5 
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Oak Bay Fun Factory 

Oak Bay High School or 

Oak Bay Recreation 

Centre 

1975 Bee Street 

Henderson Fun Factory 

Henderson Recreation 

Centre 

2291 Cedar Hill X Road 

Carnarvon Fun           

Factory 

Kindergarten only 

Carnarvon Centre 

2801 Henderson Rd. 

Before School Care 

also available 

For more information… 

250-370-7202 

childcare@oakbay.ca 

www.recreation.oakbay.ca 

 

 

 

Kids 4 Kids Child Care offers a quality Before School Care     

program right here at Willows! As a fully licensed program we 

offer a safe, creative and fun environment in which our staff 

strive to meet the individual emotional, cognitive and physical 

needs of the children in our care. Morning activities include 

staff led games, art and crafts as well as the occasional story. 

Our morning Care program starts at 7:00 am every school day. 

For further information or inquiries please contact Micheal 

at  kids4kids08@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

Licensed Before and After School 

Care in a cozy home environment, 

one block from Willows School.  

Opportunities for your child to 

participate in ice skating, piano, 

art and swimming lessons. I am a 

Early Childhood Educator and an 

Education Assistant at Willows.  

For more information, you can 

contact me at 250-858-0403 or by 

email at  
 

lbturpin@shaw.ca 

 

Come and join 

the fun, 

Laura Turpin 

mailto:kids4kids08@gmail.com
mailto:lbturpin@shaw.ca
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LOWER ISLAND SOCCER ASSOCIATIONôS    PRO-D DAY SOCCER CAMP                                                                                                                                                                                         

for 7 ï 11 year old Boys & Girls                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

FEBRUARY 17, 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

HALF DAY - 9:00 A.M. ï 12:00 P.M. - $35.00 FULL DAY ï 9:00 A.M. ï 3:00 P.M. - $60.00                                                                    

LOCATION:  Tyndall Field and Clubhouse                                                                                                                                

Tyndall Full Day:   http://lisa.soccerregistrar.com/index.php?fuseaction=league.form&league=Tyndall_fullday&season=2012 

Tyndall Half Day: http://lisa.soccerregistrar.com/index.php?fuseaction=league.form&league=Tyndall_halfday&season=2012 

The Victoria Junior Field Hockey Association offers a 

Spring Field Hockey League                                            

for players aged 4 to 18. 

Å 10 week season, starting 31 March 2012 

Å Divisions for boys and girls 

Å Come Try the Game Free Days!                               

UVIC Turf Fields near McKinnon Gym 

- Sunday, 5 February 2012 

- Sunday, 4 March 2012 

For more information, please visit 

www.victoriajuniorfieldhockey.ca  

or email 

info@victoriajuniorfieldhockey.ca Reg-

istration opens 12 January 2012. 

THINKING   ABOUT   LACROSS?  
 

ARE  YOU  4  YEARS  OR  OLDER? 
 

then VIC-EAQ   wants you 

 

Click here for more information 

 

 
 
 
Dr. Holroyd and colleagues at the University of          
Victoriaôs Department of Psychology are currently look-
ing for children between the ages 8-13 with OR without 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder to participate in 
a study of ADHD.   Participants will engage in game-like 
computer activities, paper and pencil tasks, and 
ñbrainwaveò experiments where we will record the elec-
trical activity of the brain! The procedure is entirely safe, 
non-invasive, and most children enjoy being involved in 
a scientific experiment!  Scheduling is flexible and there 
is a small compensation.  
Thank you for participation!  
For more information, please contact Akina at 
250-472-5014 or uvic.adhd@gmail.com  

Wanted: 

Children to see their brains in action! 

 

 

 

      

         
 

If you are interested in finding out more about 

this in home tutoring service please pick up 

information at the office. 

                   Greater Victoria Minor Football 

                                 Spring League 

                     Registration is now on for 2012 
 

Information for pickup at the office or go to  

www.victoriafootball.ca  

VICTORIA CONFEDERATION OF 

Parent Advisory Councils 
 

Brings you the Vancouver Island 

Parent     Conference, Feb. 11, 2012.  Keynote 

speakers Dr. Martin   Brokenleg and Dr. Stuart 

Shanker, both internationally renowned.    

For more information visit  www.vipc.ca 

 Oak Bay Parent Owned Preschool 

     OPEN HOUSE     February 11th         

            10:00 am ð 1:00 pm 

Register Now   www.oakbaypreschool.com  

http://lisa.soccerregistrar.com/index.php?fuseaction=league.form&league=Tyndall_fullday&season=2012
http://lisa.soccerregistrar.com/index.php?fuseaction=league.form&league=Tyndall_halfday&season=2012
C:/Documents and Settings/wholob/Desktop/Willows/Parents Board/2012 Lacrosse_Poster.pdf
mailto:uvic.adhd@gmail.com
http://www.victoriafootball.ca
http://www.vipc.ca
http://www.oakbaypreschool.com/


 

 

 

KINDERGARTEN IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM  

 
Child, Youth and Family Community Health provides immunization clinics throughout the year for Kindergarten 
aged children. 
 
The following are the most common vaccines given to children at this age.  Some children may be missing some 
vaccines and have not completed their childhood immunizations.  Public Health Nurses or Family Physicians can 
ensure that your child is fully immunized against the following vaccine preventable diseases. 

All of these vaccines are provided free of charge by the health unit or your family doctor.  To check your childôs 
immunization status or to make an appointment, phone your local health unit.  For more information contact: 
 

Your local Health Unit 
HealthLinkBC at 8-1-1 (a free 24 hour service) or www.healthlinkbc.ca 
Your family doctor 
www.immunizebc.ca 

 
 
Health Units:  
 
Esquimalt  250-519-5311  Salt Spring Island 250-538-4880 
Outer Gulf Islands 250-539-3099  Sooke   250-642-5464 
Peninsula  250-544-2400  Victoria               250-388-2200 
Saanich  250-519-5100  West Shore  250-519-3490 

Child, Youth and Family Community Health 
SN-HP-107-04-12 ï Revised 2012-01-23 

Vaccine  Vaccine Schedule  

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis and 
Polio (given in one shot) 

Most children in kindergarten are due for this vaccine. 

Varicella (Chickenpox) Most children in kindergarten are due for a second dose of this vac-
cine. 
Children who have had chickenpox disease when they were over 

one year of age do not need this vaccine. 
Children who had chickenpox disease when they were younger 

than one year of age OR who have never had chickenpox dis-
ease should have already been given 1 dose of this vaccine and 
now need a second dose. 

Hepatitis B Most children in kindergarten should have already been given 3 
doses of this vaccine. 

Measles, Mumps and Rubella (given 
in one shot) 

Most children in kindergarten should have already been given 2 
doses of this vaccine. 

Meningococcal C Most children in kindergarten should have already been given 1 
dose of this vaccine. 

Hepatitis A Aboriginal children can be given 2 doses of this vaccine. 
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http://www.healthlinkbc.ca
http://www.immunizebc.ca


 

 

FEBRUARY 2012  

FÉVRIER 2012  

Sun  

dim  

Mon 

lun  

Tue 

mar  

Wed  

mer  

Thu  

jeu  

Fri  

ven  

Sat  

sam  

   1              
Ready Set 

Learn  10:00 

ð11:30 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14                   
Red and 

White Day 

15             
PAC Meet-

ing 7:00 in 

the library 

16 17             
Pro D Day   

No School in 

Session 

18 

19 20 21            
Grade 4 

classes to the 

Symphony at 

UVIC 1:00 

22            
Grade 2 

classes to the 

Symphony at 

UVIC  9:30 

23 24             
Pizza/Sushi 

Day 

25 

26 27 28 29           
Pink Shirt 

Day 

   

Kindergarten Registration 


