
As society changes our schools change alongside, although some have 

suggested that schools are not changing fast enough.  In 2006, Time magazine 

imagined Rip Van Winkle waking up after sleeping for 100 years. Everything 

around him seemed different and confusing except schools, in which he no-

ticed only one minor change:  ò. . .when he finally walks into a schoolroom, the 

old man knows exactly where he is. ôThis is a school,õ he declares. ôWe used to 

have these back in 1906. Only now the blackboards are green.õ" 

I am not sure how accurately this description fits 2006 but I am fairly cer-

tain it is less accurate now.   Still, it is important for schools to recognize that much 

of what will be important and relevant to the children we are teaching now is in 

many ways not the same as it has been ð we need to change some of the things 

we do. We also need to know what we should continue to do as we have done. 

A close home -school connection is going to be one of those things that remains 

crucial.   So are reading skills; whatever new skills and knowledge our children will 

need, the ability to read all kinds of different things and understand them clearly 

will continue to be extremely important.  

Author Maryanne Wolf brings these two ideas - the need to read well and 

the need for a strong home -school connection - together. She wonders about 

what computers might affect how we think and read.   At the same time, she is 

quite clear on what helps make good readers: òThe amount of time the child 

spends listening to parents and other loved ones read continues to be one of 

the best predictors of later reading.ó 

            So even though we are constantly exploring and adjusting what teaching 

is at Doncaster, we can be sure that we will spend much effort and many re-

sources getting and maintaining good reading material, and that strong home -

reading programs will be a big part of what our teachers do.   You can also be 

sure that the time you take to read with your children continues to be some of 

the most important time you can spend helping your children at school.  

 http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1568480,00.html  

http://www.harpercollins.com/books/Proust -Squid-Maryanne -Wolf   

Notes from the Principal...  

Student Needs Help Getting to School  

A Doncaster family living approximately 2km away, near Hillside road, 

has an intermediate student looking for help getting to school regularly.  

If you think you might be able to help with a ride or walking, please give 

us a call at the office, 250 -595 -3611. 
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Once again, we would like to thank the dedication of the Lice -busters after 

their first post -holiday lice busting event.  When they find a case of lice in 

your childõs classroom, you are notified so that you can take the necessary 

action.  Do keep in mind that these dry checks are not perfect.  In the case 

of suspected lice, careful lice checks at home are best method of being 

certain whether you child has lice or not. http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/

healthfiles/hfile06.stm   

We continue to look for ways to help with parking and dropping off at school. 
Thank you for your help in keeping the staff parking lot clear.  If you would like to 
avoid the drive through, Saanich police have reminded us that you can park up on 
Doncaster drive and walk through the cut through.  There is also parking on 
Derby Road, Pear Street and Nev Place.  As long as you are parking legally and 
not parking in front of peoples driveways, you will not need to worry about parking 
fines.  (Saanich police have also reminded us that there is a $40 fine for illegal 

parking, including parking in front of a hydrant.) 

I would just like to emphasize the plea from our immediate neighbours ï please do not park in 
front of their driveways.  Our neighbours realize they live next to a school and are quite accommo-
dating but they do not like to be stuck in their driveways, unable to move their cars because some-
one has parked them in.  Taking an extra moment to make sure the driveway is clear would make a 
big difference for our neighbours! 

Parking:  The Lot Thickens  
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École Intermédiare Cedar Hill Middle School  

Open House!  

Tuesday, January 31st, 2012  -   7:00 pm in the school gym  

Is your son or daughter moving  into grade 6 next September?  

Cedar Hill invites you and your child to come to Cedar Hill Middle 
School for an Information evening which will introduce you to the pro-
grams and opportunities available at our school.  
 

Grade 5 students will be bringing home a detailed invitation soon.  
Please mark Tuesday, January 31st at 7:00 pm on your calendars!  
 

Tom Aerts, Principal  
Irene Ives, vice -Principal  

Lice Checks!  

http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfiles/hfile06.stm
http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthfiles/hfile06.stm


If you are a parent of a 3 or 4 year old child, or have a neighbour or a 

friend with a 3 or 4 year old, please see and/or pass on the following 

invitation to come to a morning of reading, stories and fun at École 

Doncaster on Wednesday, February 1 st  from 9:30 am. to 11:00 am.  

This is an ôOpen Houseõ where you and your child will have an opportu-

nity to have a tour of École Doncaster and be actively involved in liter-

acy, numeracy activities!  We will have Refreshments and informa-
tional packages .  

January 30  - February 3, 2012  

Any student who will be 5 years old on or before Dec. 31, 2012 should register for school for 
the 2012-2013 school year by coming into their neighborhood catchment school to fill in the 
registration forms.  Office doors will be open at 8:00 am on Monday, Jan. 30

th
.  Verification of 

the childôs birth date and citizenship (birth certificate or passport) is required as is your childôs 
BC care card and proof of address, like a phone bill, would verify your address and postal 
code.  Families who apply during registration week have priority for placement and registration 
forms will be numbered during registration week.  Space is not reserved for catchment fami-
lies applying later in the year. 

 Kindergarten students who wish to attend another school must first register at their 
catchment school, then complete a Kindergarten óTransferô Form that is due to the 
Board Office by 4:00 p.m., Monday, February 6, 2011.  Transfer forms are available at 
the catchment area school.  

For students entering Immersion for the first time in Kindergarten or in Grade 1, go to your Im-
mersion catchment school during Kindergarten registration week.  For more information on 
Early Immersion and on Early Immersion Registration, visit our web site (http://
www.sd61.bc.ca/kindergarten.aspx). French Immersion is a District program for which regis-
tration is first come, first served. 

Readyé.Seté.Learn! Celebrating Learning 
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Kindergarten Registration for School Year 2012  
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DONCASTER FAMILY BINGO 

FRIDAY, January 27th, 2012 

http://www.sd61.bc.ca/kindergarten.aspx
http://www.sd61.bc.ca/kindergarten.aspx


January 27 - National Literacy Day 

éfor everyone 
In your home, how many childrenôs books sit on shelves, tables and under the bed - more than 50? 
100?  How many times have you read the same story to your little one ï more than 10? 25? 50?  Con-
gratulations ï you are building wonderful reading habits that will last a lifetime and lead to endless 
hours of entertainment and knowledge.   

 

Help make that true for those still to gain those habits. January 27 is National Literacy Day.  As well 
as enjoying a new story with your child, please make an extra effort to drop of gently used picture 
books for babies and preschoolers in the drop box in theéAll children deserve a chance to be read to. 

Students in Greater Victoria School District follow a pathway from elementary school to 

middle school to secondary school. Students at all grade levels (K -12) wishing to change 

schools or pathway will need to complete a Student Transfer Application Form.   

Our grade 5 students will automatically be registered for Grade 6 at École Intermédiaire 

Cedar Hill Middle School for the fall.  Our schoolõs pathway is:  £cole Doncaster Elemen-

tary to École Intermédiaire Cedar Hill Middle School to Reynolds Seconday School.  If 

you wish to enroll your child at another Middle School, you must complete a transfer ap-

plication form that is available at any district school and forward it to the School Board 

Office, 556 Boleskine Road  between Feb. 16 th  and Feb. 24 th  to be considered.  Also, if 

you are interested in having your Gr.1 -5 child attend a school other than École Don-

caster, you will need to fill out a transfer application form.  Parents/guardians applying 

during the transfer application week will receive written confirmation by the end of 

March. Please come by or call us for 

more information.  

K- 12 Student Transfer Application Week:  

February 16 to February 24, 2012  
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1000X5 
1000 Books by Age Five 

Childrenõs Book Recycling Project Greater Victoria 

Eco le  Do nc as t e r  E l eme n t a ry  S cho o l  N e ws le t t e r  



Very soon, all staff and Grade 4 Students will be participating in filling out 

annual Satisfaction Surveys for the Ministry of Education.  Parents of 

Grade 4 Students are also being surveyed.  If you have a student in 

Grade 4 this year, you will receive more information how to fill out this on -

line survey soon.  Results from these surveys provide information that will 

support discussions about improving student achievement at our school.  

The survey gathers perceptions from our school community in areas in-

cluding achievement, human and social development, and safety.  The 

information collected will help our school review our goals and establish 

priorities for future school years.  Survey results for Doncaster are shared 

along with FSA results with the School Planning Council, PAC and staff 

each year. On -line responses will be accepted from January to May.  

Provincial Satisfaction Surveys  

FSA Testing for Grade 4 Students  

Each year, our grade 4 students participate in the Foundation Skills Assessment 
(FSA).  FSA is a series of tests in reading comprehension, writing and numeracy.  
It is taken by all students in Grade 4 and 7, with limited exceptions, in BC public 
schools and funded independent schools.  Our district and school are committed 
to the academic achievement for all students, and FSA results are one indicator of 
studentsô achievement.  These results provide a ósnapshotô of how well our stu-
dents are attaining foundation skills, and their results, along with other sources,  
are used to help develop our schoolôs plans for improving students learning. Par-
ents can find more information on the Ministry of Education website at: 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/ 

FSA across BC started January 16
th
 and will continue to March 8

th
.  Studentsô re-

sults will be sent home to parents in late April. You can find more information at 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/pdfs/fsabrochure_print.pdf 

And http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/questions_answers_interpret.htm 
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Winter Weather  
We had quite the dose of Canadian winter weather last week, including 

of course, the Wednesday closure. This week seems more typical for Victoriað

a mix of plenty of rain with a few bits of sun.  In any case, please make sure 

that your children come to school with appropriate outside clothing.  We stay 

inside during the very worst weather but we do try to get out for morning re-

cess and at lunch as much as we can.  We have some extra outside items here 

at the office for children to use when they need.  

 Also, please do keep in mind that winter is not over and we need to 

keep an eye out for snow if it comes.  In particular, snowy weather has the po-

tential to cause school closure. We try to give you the heads up when we think 

big snow might be ahead, and current information will be updated continuously 

on the Greater Victoria School District 61 website at http://www.sd61.bc.ca/   

The Superintendent of the Greater Victoria School District will provide media 

outlets with information about the status of our facilities and transportation ser-

vices by 6:30 a.m.  Tune in to radio stations CFAX 1070 AM, CBC 90.5 FM, 

100.3 THE Q FM.  

 Snow day has come and gone yet the memories I am sure are still 

etched in the minds of our young ones!  You may have had the chance 

to spend the day as a family enjoying the snow.   

 The Margetts household was outside by 8:30 in the morning!  A 

teachable moment about time began at 5:30am. We talked about how 

many minutes in an hour.   We explored groups of five on the face of the 

clock. We talked about what 2 groups of 5 look like and then what would 4 groups of 5 

equal (looking at doubles). Thus, the countdown began to when we could go outside

(and not wake up the neighbours).  

 Being able to read a clock is still a useful skill.  Being familiar with those òroundó 

clocks and digital ones are something grown -ups take for granted.  Yet, our children 

need to be able to use these tools as well.  Whether it is to know what time to get up and 

what time school starts; or to understand how many minutes they will need 

to wait until they can participate in an activity with you (such as: òHow 

many minutes until we can go outside and play in the snow?ó).   The 

meaning of time and embracing the teachable moments about groups 

of five and ten will not only open your childõs awareness to time but help 

them understand why some things take longer to happen than others 

(such as: òWhy does it take so long for the sun to come out in the morning 

Mama?ó).  

Numeracy in the Snow  

http://www.sd61.bc.ca/


Development -oriented soccer training  

Academy Dates: Sundays: Jan. 15 to  

Mar 11, 2012  

Age Groups:    7 -8 yrs. 12:00 ñ1:15  

9-10 yrs. 1:15 -2:30 pm  

11 -12 yrs. 2:30 ñ3:45 pm  

Venue:CFB Esquimalt Colville Rd Fields  

Cost:  $175.00  

REGISTRATION FOR LAKEHILL BALL  

At Lakehill Ball, boys and girls can start as early as 3 years old 
Boys age 3 ð 12 + Girls age 3 ð 16 

Registration starts ONLINE:   January 20, 2012  

Go to www.lakehillball.com  for instructions and registration costs  

*Financial assistance from òKIDSPORTÊ provides a child for a season of sport.  

KidSportÊ pays the registration fee so that a child may participate in their favorite 

 recognized sport. ( www.kidsportvictoria.ca/index.shtml ) 

 

For the first time at Lakehill, òBring a Friend!ó  If you bring a new player to our park and 

they complete registration, you will be provided with a New Lakehill Ball Spirit T -Shirt, 

with your name on the back!  

 Go to www.lakehillball.com for complete information.  

Join the fun!  Spring league registration for boys and girls aged 5 to 18 is hap-

pening now.  Beginners welcome!  

Check us out at www.victoriajuniorfieldhockey.ca or contact info 

@victoriajuniorfieldhockey.ca  

Lower Island Soccer Association  

Play Field Hockey  
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Baseball and Softball for 2012  

Blast Ball for boys and girls  

ages 3 ñ4.  

Registration Starts Now at the 

clubhouse corner of Hillside and 

Cook  

For more and current information 

and to see our website:  Nationallit-

tleleague.org  

or contact:  Alaine Polinsky -

President at 250 889 -7882  

National Little League  

http://www.lakehillball.com
http://www.kidsportvictoria.ca/index.shtml
http://www.lakehillball.com


Vaccine  Vaccine Schedule  

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis 
and Polio (given in one shot) 

Most children in kindergarten are due for this vaccine. 

Varicella (Chickenpox) Most children in kindergarten are due for a second dose of this 
vaccine. 
Children who have had chickenpox disease when they were over 

one year of age do not need this vaccine. 
Children who had chickenpox disease when they were younger 

than one year of age OR who have never had chickenpox dis-
ease should have already been given 1 dose of this vaccine 
and now need a second dose. 

Hepatitis B Most children in kindergarten should have already been given 3 
doses of this vaccine. 

Measles, Mumps and Rubella 
(given in one shot) 

Most children in kindergarten should have already been given 2 
doses of this vaccine. 

Meningococcal C Most children in kindergarten should have already been given 1 
dose of this vaccine. 

Hepatitis A Aboriginal children can be given 2 doses of this vaccine. 

Child, Youth and Family Community Health provides immunization clinics throughout the year for 
Kindergarten aged children. 
 
The following are the most common vaccines given to children at this age.  Some children may be 
missing some vaccines and have not completed their childhood immunizations.  Public Health 
Nurses or Family Physicians can ensure that your child is fully immunized against the following 
vaccine preventable diseases. 

All of these vaccines are provided free of charge by the health unit or your family doctor.  To check 
your childôs immunization status or to make an appointment, phone your local health unit.  For more 
information contact: 
 

Your local Health Unit 
HealthLinkBC at 8-1-1 (a free 24 hour service) or www.healthlinkbc.ca 
Your family doctor 
www.immunizebc.ca 

 
Health Units:  
 
Esquimalt  250-519-5311  Salt Spring Island 250-538-4880 
Outer Gulf Islands 250-539-3099  Sooke   250-642-5464 
Peninsula  250-544-2400  Victoria  250-388-2200 
Saanich  250-519-5100  West Shore  250-519-3490 

http://www.healthlinkbc.ca
http://www.immunizebc.ca


January 2012  
Healthy Eating During Cold and Flu Season  
 
As the weather becomes colder and we stay indoors more, people often catch colds or other vi-
ruses. While there is no way to cure the common cold or the flu, following are some immune-
boosting foods that may ward off those nasty viruses! 

Yogurt contains probiotics, beneficial bacterial with immune-boosting benefits. Look for the "live 
active culture" seal, which indicates that probiotics have been added.  

Check milk product labels for vitamin D. Early research suggests low levels of vitamin D may be 
linked to a increase in colds and flu. 

Vitamin C, found in citrus fruits and juices, may also help the body's immune system. 

Zinc, found in meat, chicken, peanuts and peanut butter, plays an important role in the proper 
functioning of the immune system in the body.  

If you do catch a cold or flu virus chicken soup and warm beverages increase the flow of nasal 
secretions, helping relieve cold symptoms. Of course, the taste and wonderful smell of chicken 
soup may be an important part of the positive effects! 

*Some of the food items on this handout may be restricted in some schools and childcare settings 
where children may have life -threatening food allergies.   Check with your school or childcare set-
ting for policies or practices related to food allergies.  
 

Healthy, Safe and Caring Schools Program 
Student Services, Greater Victoria School District 

HealthLink BC Any time day or night; Every day of the year; Dial 811 or  

604-215-8110  or go online to  http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/ Easy access to non-emergency health 

information; speak with a nurse about symptoms, consult with a Pharmacist about medication questions, or 

get healthy eating advice from a dietician. You can also find the publicly-funded health services and re-

sources closest to you.  

 


