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Across t he

September seemed like such a short month! As we look to starting our second
month at school, we see it will also be busy. Please remember to check the Octo-
ber calendar attached for important dates. The coming month has parent-teacher
interviews, the Thanksgiving holiday, Foster Child assembly, individual photos and
much more!

What a great beginning to our year! Students, staff and parents are settling into

the routines. We have placed 348 students into classrooms in 16 divisions. We

are presently getting to know the learning strengths of our students and will be fine
tuning learning support schedules for students and their classes. We are working diligently to make it
possible for every child to succeed academically, emotionally, physically, and behaviorally as we pro-
vide them with life-long skills for learning. Many thanks to our parents who
do their part by getting the children to school and on time each day! We are
developing a very positive tone in the school and are working on our focus
of supporting and enhancing student learning this year. Welcome to our
new Kindergarten children and their families who have joined us. Students
have settled into their new class routines and beginning their new studies.

On October 71" and 8" , parents will —ask questions as well as provide teach-
have an opportunity to meet with ers with background information such
teachers on a more formal basis. as strengths, needs, and areas of per-
Teachers will not necessarily have a  sonal interests.

full evaluative report on each student,
but they will have initial impressions

and have questions to ask parents t0  gper as soon as possible, so that you

gain a better understanding of their 5 hot miss out on this very valuable
students so that their learning needs time.

can be met. Parents will be able to

Please return the conference forms
that you receive at the beginning of Oc-
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Fall Cross County is Here Again!

Cross Country began this week Our first run was on Sept. P2at Clover Point and the
for boys and girls in grades 3, 4, remaining runs are as follows:

and 5. Practices will be held

every Wednesday and Friday

mornings at 8:00 am. The teanr Monday, September 28Lambrick Park;

meets by the library door at 8:00 Monday, October § Clover Point;
a.m. Children are expected tc

come to practices wearing appro- Tuesday, October Ii3Lambrick Park;

priate running clothes shorts,  nonday, October 19 Final at Beacon Hill P. (Bpm)
track pants, sturdy runners.

Meets run from 3:45 (grade 3) to

4:15 (grade 5) Students are asked to arrange ric Information and pel’miSSion fOI’mS have been sent hO
with their parents to the cross country meets. If Many thanks to Mr. Strickland and Mme Cairns and o

student has difficulty with this, please contact M Parent drivers for volunteering their time.
Strickland or Mme Cairns.

Terry Fox Run:

Students are signing
Swim Club, fall session. Sign-up forms
We look forward to our | went out Sept. 16 and the club will begin
annual Terry Fox Run s | on Monday, October 5" and end Mon-
tomorrow around 2:00 - . day, December 7". The program takes

. place at Crystal pool every Monday from

pm. 3:30-4:15 p.m. Each parent must organ-

Many thanks to Mme ize transportation from school to the pool
. and back home. Further information regarding the individual cost of
the lessons will be provided by Mme C. Sanderson.

. Segul for organizing the

| i . .
. Terry Fox Run this Thank-you Mme Sanderson for organizing our Fall Doncaster Swim

Club!

Soccer

Ninety students in grades 3, 4, and ®ell done Doncaster!

have signed up for indoor soccer aytr. Knoke and Mr. Masuch will be
lunch time, and we just got startedyorking with our grade five students

playing this week. Mr. Thomas, Mr. jn preparing them for our annual
Bataller, Mme Ewald, and Mme Preny § & y2t R&Q Ck YAf &

dergast have offered their time to gefater on October 28th.
our noon hour program underway.Stay tuned!
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Back to School Tips for Improving Literacy

Let your children see you read, and set aside time each day for family reading.
Get your children excited about reading by taking turns reading pages or acting out the characters.
Ask your children to read to you while you prepare a meal.

Talk to your children about what they read. Ask them questions that require them to read between the lines
and think about what they've just read for better comprehension.

Establish a daily homework routine. Set up an area away from distractions
such as the television and the Internet, with adequate supplies and lighting.

When it is time for your children to do homework, it will reinforce strong study
habits to do yours: balance your cheque book, pay your bills, or immerse your-
self in a book. Help your children identify difficult and easy homework tasks
and get them to tackle the difficult items first.

Be available to answer questions and offer assistance, but never do a child's
homework for them.

Ask your children questions and have them explain what they have just read.

I n close consultation
sory, Doncaster School Planning Council and staffeme h anci ng
\éVéIL::Sontlnue to strive toward achieving our school Goal 2: T o

Our school community is  their ability to problem solve while maintaining alf
also committed toward sup-on basic skKills.

pqt(tl?g District Goals and Goal 3: To improve student achievement by emgfa-
InMatives. sizing healthy living practices that promote physigal
Goal 1: To improve stu-  activity and nutrition.

dentsodo skil lLs knowl edaoe

Monday, September 21, 2009 (district)
Friday, October 23, 2009 (province widg

The Board of Trustees has ap- Friday, February 19, 2010 (district)
proved the following Professional
Development Days for 2002010

Friday, April 23, 2010 (district)

Friday, May 21, 2010 (district)

Friday, June 11, 2010 (school)
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IWALK Week A October 5th A 9th, 2009

Ecole Doncaster School will be joining schools from around the world to celebrate Inter
tional Walk (iwalk) to School Day onWednesday , October 7, 2009. Our school has |
been participating in this global event for many years, and all families are encourage
participate! To celebratévalk day on Wednesday morning, there will be fresh bagels and
yummy toppings for those walking all, or part of the way to school, biking, taking the bus,

and other active modes! Stickers too!

An emergency release form was sent 22A1 AAOGA Y1 EGEAI Oz s OEEO||EO 4
home earlier. Each child must ternate caregiver to initial upon re-

have one of these for the event of lease of your child). Please make sure

a major emergency disaster. This your alternate caregivers are aware of

will allow staff to release your your wishes and are able to get to the

child (or children) to the care of school within a reasonable amount of

the persons you have designated as time. Fill in and return the yellow re-

an alternate caregiver. Please lease form as soon as possible to your

fill out all the information on the classroom teacher.

lines provided EXCEPT for the

It often rains in Victoria (as you may have noticed). So please send your
child with appropriate clothing so they may go outside in rainy or cool
weather. We will keep children indoors only if it is raining very hard.
Thank you!

L&

As most of you know, Doncaster has a tradition of sponsoring a Foster Child in an impoverished community somewherddn the wgr
the past we have sponsored Sagqif (from India), Karen (from Colombia) and, Carmen (from Peru). Currently our child @GaBenito
from Bolivia. He was born on July 24, 2001 so he is now 7 years old. If you would like to know more about Benito, feéter jsoated

on the bulletin board outside the library about Benito, his family and his community. | will also be posting recennhébtbersiags that

| received from Benito this summer.

As in past years, we will be holding our anntiabncaster Work Weekend' over the Thanksgiving
holiday to raise money for the support of our new Foster Child.

We will be asking your children to think of tasks that they could do for you over the long weeker|fl to
earn money that could be brought to school as a donation for our Foster Child. Closer to Than giv-
ing a form will be sent home on which to record how your child earned money and how much|jpey
raised for Benito. The forms will then be posted on the wall beside our Foster Child bulletin boarf]

Benito also loves to get letters and drawings from his Foster family. | will leave forms in a pock on
the bulletin board for your child to use if they would like to send a letter or drawing to Benito. Hj
it in to the office afterwards and | will make sure that it gets to Benito in Bolivia. ||

Thank you in advance for your support of our Foster Child Work Weekeng.

Mme Prendergast


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=playground
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Doncaster Staff - 2009-2010

Mr. J. Bataller, Principal
Mr. N. Thomas, Teacher
Mme H. Poulin, Teacher
Mme L. Cairns, Vice Principal
Mrs. A. Morrell, Teacher

Mme R. Gustafson, Teacher

Mme K. Prendergast, Teacher

Mrs. K. Marshall, Teacher

Mme M. Segul, Special Education Teacher

Mrs. M. McKnight, Strings Teacher

Mme M. Cohen, Teacher

Ms. H. McEachen, Office/Library Clerk

Mrs. J. Ashurst, Librarian

Mrs. C. Carlson, Educational Assistant

Mrs. S. Mclintyre, Student Supervisor

Ms. J. Wardill, Occupational Therapist

Mrs. A. Bullock, Speech and Language Pathologist

Provincial Integration Support Team:

Ms. T. Wendorf, Co-ordinator
Mr. C. Jenkins, Teacher

Mrs. C. Lozupone, Clerk Typist

Mr. D. Strickland, Teacher
Mme C. Simpson, Teacher
Mr. B. Masuch, Teacher
Mme Sanderson, Teacher
Mrs. D. Kerr, Teacher
Mrs. D. Montgomery, Teacher
Mme H. Ewald, Teacher
Mme L. Deschénes, Teacher
Mr. L. Knoke, Music/Gifted Teacher
Mr. M. Fraser, School Counselor
Mrs. M. Bendall, School Secretary
Ms. M. Martins, District Psychologist

Ms. E. Sloan, Physiotherapist

Library

If you would like to
receive overdue li-
brary notices via
email rather

Mrs. M. Price, Crossing Guard

Mrs. C. Purse, Crossing Guard

then paper
I

hmceachen@sd61.bc.cq

z

emai é

School Timetable: Adjusted

8:28 amd 8:43am
8:42 am
10:15610:35 am
12:070 1:02 pm
3:00 pm

3:00 pmd 3:15 pm
Kindergarten:

Supervision of Grounds

Entry Buzzer

Recess Break

Lunch Break

Dismissal (M,T,Th,Fri.)
Supervision of Grounds E

Wednesdays
2:08 pm

nds 2:08pmoad 2:23 pm

8:42 amd 12:07 am English AM (Mon.d Thurs.)

8:42 amo 11:28 am French AM (Mor® Fri.)

12:23 pmd 3:00 pm French PM (Mon., Tues, Thurs..,

Wednesdays:

Fri.) 12:23amd 2:08 pm



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=timetable
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Your Hands. Wash Y§p '-Iax;'iil;dSé
Wash Your Hands!

Wa s h

Thatds the message we are giving stude
This is one of the best ways to avoid getting sick. We are also encouraging stu-
dents to sneeze and cough into their elbow or sleeve if they do not have a tis-

sue, and keep their fingers away from their eyes, nose, and mouth. We ask that
parents keep sick children at home and if a child becomes sick at school, par-

ents will be asked to pick up their child.

Heath Services at Doncaster

including Healthy Choices, and on
referral of parents and school staff,
sees students with a variety of
health conditions. If you would like
to speak with Sadie leave a mes-
sage in her school mail box, call her
at her office at 250-519-5107, or e-
mail her at sadie.greco@viha.ca.

In a partnership between School Dis-
trict 61 and Vancouver Island Health
Authority, there is a public health nurse
in all schools. Our school nurse, Sadie
Greco is at Doncaster school on Tues-
day mornings. The school nurse as-
sists school staff in implementing
health focused programs for students

ol

Looking for
Parent
volunteers

Contact

Mrs. Ashurst,
Teacher Librarian

Bill 10 A Tobacco Sales

or
Hilda, Library Clerk

On March 24, 2007 the legislature passed Bill 10
which prohibits smoking in and around buildings to
which the public is invited or permitted access, and in
and around workplaces, such as school properties.

J:J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7J7JJ
“ V|va Ch0|rs “

J: 3T
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Booster Seat

Drop Off Zone

Please do not leave your car unat-

Booster seat use became mandatory in British Columbia,
on July 1, 2008. A booster seat secured with a shoulder,
strap must be used when transporting students at leag
kg (40 Ibs) until their § birthday or they reach 145 cm
(46 90) tall, whichever
booster seat to school when on field trips.

r

st

tended in our drop off zone. This is a
busy area where children are dropped
off and picked up as cars flow through

the area. Your cooperation is wel-
comed Pl ease bring vy



mailto:sadie.greco@viha.ca
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Ecole Doncaster Calendar for 2009 -2010 School Year

At the Board Meeting held on Tuesday night, May ¥9 a two-week
Spring Break was approved on a trail basis for the «gpming school
year.

187 days in session

180 days of instruction
6 nontinstructional days
1 administrative day (Wednesday, June 30, 2010)
School Opening is Tuesday, September 8, 2009
Thanksgiving Day Monday, Oct. 12, 2009
Remembrance Day is Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009
Last day school is in session for Winter Break is Friday, December 18, 2009

Schools re-open on Mon. Jan. 4, 2010

Last day of school prior to Spring Break is Friday, / Come join us \
March 5, 2010 Vancouver |sl an

School Re-opens on Monday, March 22, 2010 Family Day

Good Friday is Friday, April 2, 2010 Free Admission
Easter Monday is Monday, April 5, 2010 Saturday, September 26, 2009

L : 12:0G1 4:00
Victoria Day is Monday, May 24, 2010
at Queen Al exan a

Last Day of School classes is Tuesday, June 29, 2010

Centre
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 is an Administrative Day and K /
then school closes

We welcome UNITECH to our school community and installed by the primary playground for Mme Simp

Adam Maclver, who is the on sitmnstruction man- sondés temporary <c¢l ass A n d

ager. Summer was quite busy as we Phones and Shaw cable outlets werg
witnessed the demolition of 4 clas i installed in all classrooms.

rooms, change rooms, multipurpc neen CO STRUCTION &
room, and school office in preparati L Lr s

for excavating the site of our new gyl ~*~

Hording was put in place at the end

each hall and was built between cla

rooms and the construction site. A BIG THANK YOU goes to our

custo iill staff and teachgﬁs who gorked very half

We have a new, temporar Y ovér th s'ur%rr?eriﬂg%ttin dA&sro n{srr‘%gd‘?/ r5@e
room plus new staff washrooms. We also have a new

; . up!
el ectrical and custodiand% room. Two portabl g

Presently, work crews continue to
work on the foundation for the new
gym and washrooms. They hope tg
start framing in three weeks time.
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