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Reading with your child at home 

is one way you can help develop 

your childôs literacy skills.  Par-

ents and guardians are a childôs 

first and most important teach-

ers, and helping your child learn 

to read is one of the most impor-

tant things you can do.  This is 

because reading opens the door 

to lifelong learning.  

 

Set aside time each day to read 

to your child.  Read all kinds of 

things, like storybooks, poems, 

magazines and newspaper arti-

cles, non - fiction books, comic 

books, and letters.  Continue 

reading to your child even after 

they have learned how to read.   

Reading aloud fosters a love of 

reading and builds your childôs 

vocabulary.  

 

Ask your child to read aloud.  

Take turns reading pages or us-

ing different voices for different 

characters.  Talk about words, 

stories, and books.  Visit the 

public library, read recipes, cre-

ate grocery lists, and play word 

games.  Be creative and have 

fun!  

Across the Principalõs Desk... 

Help Save Trees!  You can do your Part! 

Instead of sending 
hard copies of the 
Newsletter with each 
family, you can be put 
on a distribution list 
and have the newslet-
ter emailed to you.  
This saves on paper 
costs as well as you 
will be assured of re-
ceiving the newsletter.  
We can also use this 
list to send home infor-
mation in between 

newsletters.  If you 
would like to have your 
newsletter emailed to 
you each month, please 
email our school secre-
tary, Ms. Bendall - 
mbendall@sd61.bc.ca 
giving the following in-
formation:  

 

Your name (first and 
last) 

Your childõs name 

(first and last) and 
division  

The email address you 
would like the news-
letter to be sent to. 

 

Hard copies will still be 
sent home to families 
who do not submit an 
email address.  News-
letters go home with the 
youngest or only family 
member at Doncaster. 

OCTOBER 29, 2009 

Look forward to 
our Special 

Edition Newsletter 
coming out on 

Thursday, 
November 12 th 

which highlights 
and focuses on 
Doncasterõs Safety 

Plan.  



The Fall Cross Country 
season has just ended with an 
All Schools Meet at Beacon 
Hill Park on Monday, Octo-
ber 26th.  We have had an 
enthusiastic group of grade 3-
5 students who participated in 
this event and the other four 
runs.  All students did well in 
improving on their personal 
bests.  Many thanks to Mme 
Cairns, Mr. Strickland, and 
our parent drivers for their 
time in making this such a 
successful Fall Cross Country 
season. 

Grade 5 boys and girls are 
presently involved in prepar-
ing for our Reynoldõs Soc-
cer Jamboree on Wednes-
day, November 4th . Many 
thanks to Mr. Masuch and 
Mr. Knoke for their time in 
coaching our teams!   

Our Fall Doncaster Swim 
Club started on Monday, 
October 5th and continues 
until December 7th .  We 
have 40 students involved.  
Many thanks to Mme Sander-
son for her leadership in orga-

nizing our swim club.  Also, 
our Dance Club for grades 1
-3 students started on Octo-
ber 19th. Many thanks to our 
DPAC for sponsoring the 
Dance Club. 

Black and Orange Orange Orange they 
can think of.   We have 
organized a òPumpkin 
Runó for Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday of 
this week to highlight 
the importance of fit-
ness, and offset the fo-
cus on sweets.  Students 

Friday, October 30 th is 
ôBlack and Orangeõ Orangeõ Orangeõ Day 
at Doncaster.   

No costumes, please!   

Students are encour-
aged to keep it simple 
and come to school with 
any combination of  

will earn tickets for a 
draw based on how 
many circuits they com-
plete.  Their name goes 
into the class bucket and 
winners of a pumpkin 
will be selected on Fri-
day afternoon. 

Doncaster Gets Active! 

Halloweõen at Doncaster 

International Walk to School Day 

near Doncaster, or partake in a Walk-

ing School Bus.  Way to go!   

A big thank you to Lana Taves for 
organizing the event and all her help-
ers for getting the bagels out on time.   

Congratulations to all our families 
who helped their children partici-
pate in Doncasterõs annual Walk to 

School Day  on October 7th , 2009.  
We had a good number of students 
walk, ride their bikes, be dropped 

 

 

The students at 
Doncaster raised 
$2,023.15 for the 
Terry Fox Run.  

Well done 
Doncaster and 
thank you to 

Mme Segul for 
organizing the 

run.   
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Children develop 
mathematical thinking 
at different rates and in 
different ways:  

At home, choose 
activities where 
children can have 
some success, see 
some progress, and 
have some fun. 

Provide materials 
for children to sup-
port their thinking 
(such as pennies, or 
blocks to model and 
count).  Abstract 
thinking develops 
slowly.  For exam-
ple, show that the 
number eight can 
be a word, a nu-

meral or eight ob-
jects. 

Mental math is an im-
portant skill to develop.  
Learning to round off 
numbers and decide if 
an answer is reasonable 
is a critical skill that 
must be developed in 
order to use a calcula-
tor effectively.  

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
Parent Teacher interviews this month.  Ongoing, frequent communication between 
home and school is an important factor in increasing student success.  If you were un-
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇπ
pointment or to arrange to have a conversation about your child.   

Did you know (DYK) that Math is Everywhere! 

Monday, November 

9th . 

Thank-you to Mme 

Simpson for organiz-

ing our Fall Book Fair 

and to Div. 2 parents 

for helping out!  

The grade 5 students in 

Mme Simpsonõs class will be 

providing for the school 

community a pre -Christmas 

opportunity to buy books 

for families starting Thurs., 

November 5 th  and ending 

Benitoõs  

Work 

Weekend  

raised  

over  

$700.00 
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Fall Scholastic Book Fair 

Parent-Teacher Interviews/Home School Communication 

Work Weekend a Huge Success! 
Thank you to everyone who helped raise money for Benito over the 
Thanksgiving weekend.  We have raised over $700.00.  We have just re-
ceived a letter from Bolivia as well which I will be posting on the Foster 
Child board for everyone to read.  Thank you also to those of you who have 
written letters.  They will be sent to Benito very soon.   

Merci tout le monde. Mme Prendergast. 
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The Student Council at Doncaster 
will be a representative body of stu-
dents from Grade 3 to Grade 5.  Divi-
sions 1 ð 8  have chosen two students 
to represent the members of their 
class at the Student Council meet-
ings.  These students will meet on a 
regular basis (at least once a month) 

to help make decisions about 
school issues concerning the whole 
student body, to help plan whole 
school events, and to help solve 
school problems that might arise.  
They will communicate these plans 
to the younger divisions for their 
input.   

Student Council 

Individual Photos 

Individual Photos taken on October 1st, 2009 will 
be delivered to families soon.   

Retakes will take place on  

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 TH  in the morning.  
You may have packages done at that time too.  If 
you need another envelope, please pick one up at 

the office.  

If you walk to 
school with your 
dog and enter the 
school grounds, 
please make sure 
your dog is calm, 

centered, and 
under the control 

of an adult by 
being on a leash 

or chain.   

Congratulations to Mrs. Montgomery! 

For winning the Thanksgiving 

Turkey Draw.  Mr. Thomas and 

his division 1 students sold 

tickets and the money raised 

($79.00) will be donated to 

Santaõs Anonymous.  A big 

thank you to Gord Simons at 

the Broadmead Thrifty Foods 

store for providing the turkey.  
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People with the following health 
conditions should see their physi-
cian to obtain a prescription for 
Tamiflu:  

cardiac or pulmonary disor-
ders (including bronchopul-
monary dysplasia, COPD, cys-
tic fibrosis and asthma) 
diabetes mellitus and other meta-
bolic diseases 

cancer, immunodeficiency, immu-

nosuppressant (due to underly-
ing disease and/or therapy)  

renal disease 

anemia or hemoglobinopathy  

Pregnancy. 
 

The medication Tamiflu can de-
crease the risk of serious illness for 
people in the above categories if 
the person starts taking it within 
48 hours of developing influenza . 

Our present members of the School Planning 
Council are: Angela Schultz, Audrey Panter, 
Tamara Malczewska, (parent reps.),  Laurie 
Cairns ( vice principal) and John Bataller 
(principal). We will be confirming or electing 
new SPC members at our next DPAC meeting, 
and we will be seeking input into our school dis-
trictõs budget priorities.   

H 1 N 1... 

School Planning Council (SPC) 

Staff Washrooms 

Just a gentle reminder that: 

Staff Washrooms are for staff and parent volunteers 
only;  

Parents with children are asked to use the chil-
drenõs washroom; 

Community members in need of use of the staff 
washroom are asked to report to the office.  

Coming 

Soon...  

 

Scholastic  

Book  

Fair  

 

November 5th 

to  

November 9th  
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Renovations Up-Date 

Presently, work crews have completed the 
foundation for the new gym, change rooms, 
and washrooms and have started the fram-
ing.  This should take about a month to com-
plete.  They have also replaced the water in-
take hardware to the school. 

École Doncaster Elementary School Newsletter 


