
Reporting Student Progress  

 
Tomorrow you will be receiving your 

childõs first term report cards.  Report 

cards are a òsnapshotó of student 

achievement and cannot possibly con-

tain all the information about an indi-

vidual student and their day-to-day 

learning accomplishments.  You already 

know much of what happens through 

your active participation in the work 

that comes home daily, your contacts 

with your childõs teacher and your on-

going interest in how best to support 

your childõs learning.  In order to com-

pose a report on a child, teachers use 

many forms of assessment, that is, the 

gathering of evidence.  This evidence is 

collected in many ways.  For example, 
teachers may include information for 

their assessment from studentsõ daily 

school and home assignments, confer-

ences and conversations with students, 

test results, or parent input.  After the 

evidence has been gathered then the 

teacher will evaluate each child accord-

ing to the widely-held expectations for 

that grade level using the B.C. Pre-

scribed Learning Outcomes for that 

term and grade and/or the B.C. Per-

formance Standards that have been 

developed for K-5 for Reading, Writ-

ing, Numeracy and Social Responsibil-

ity in English and for French Immer-
sion.  The result of this evaluation is 

reported to you formally in the report 

card.  The report card will tell you 

what your child can do, any areas of 

learning needing attention and how 

your child can be further supported at 

home and at school.  Please take time 

to celebrate your childõs accomplish-

ments.  Wednesday, December 2nd  

has been set aside for interviews for 

teachers who request to see parents  

and any parent who wishes to see 

their childõs teacher.  Students will be 

dismissed at noon. 

 
Please look forward to this report 

card and please remember to sign and 

return the top page of the report card 

as soon as possible. 

ACROSS THE PRINCIPALS DESK... 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT...  

This year Doncaster staff and students will again be offering two concerts, one 

at Christmas time for grades 3-5 and one in the Spring for grades K-2. 

 
Please Save The Date for December 16th for a Matinee Christmas Concert at 

11:00 am or an Evening Christmas Concert at 6:30 pm.   Please look forward to 

more information in the near future regarding tickets for a selected concert.  
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BE SURE TO CHECK 

OUT OUR SCHOOL 

WEBSITE...  

HTTP://
WWW.SD61.BC.CA/

SCHOOL/DONCASTER/  

This newsletter and 

other important informa-

tion will be posted regu-

larly.  Get on our mailing 

list and you will receive 

your very own copy and 

save trees.  Send your 

email address to:   

mbendall@sd61.bc.ca. 

 

 

#  



Divisions 1 to 8  have selected representatives who will make up our 

new Student Council.  They were chosen by their peers and have al-

ready been actively involved in our ôOrange and Black Dayõ.  Student 

council members are:  

 

Joanne C., Joey Z.  (Div. 1)  Erica T., Amy D.  (Div. 5);  

Amy M., Owen B.  (Div. 2)  Kusan S., Kona M. (Div. 6);  

Soloman S.,  Elliot C.  (Div. 3)  Casey G., Kyle D.  (Div. 7);  

Montana R., Kylo B -H.  (Div. 4)  Ben S. (Div. 8)   

setting up the fair, and to Mme 

Simpson for pulling it all together. 

You were really great!   

  
See you at the 

spring book fair! 

 

Thank you to the Doncaster 

families for visiting our school 

fair and making it so successful. 

We sold just over $4000 worth 

of exciting books and the profits 

from these will be going to sup-

port our library and technology. 

  
Congratulations go to the grade 

5 students and the Div. 2 par-

ents for helping in managing  and 

BOOK FAIR  

STAR SEARCH  

 
Students involved in our first STAR 

Search were:   

Joey Z.,   Matthew H 

Carson M.,   Michael J.,  

Corey S.,   Parker C.,  

Nancy T.,   Emma I 

Joanne C.,   Victoria B.,  

Kai W., ., .,   Emily C.,  

Amy D.,   August N.,  

Nora S.,   Ryland N.,  

Kevin C.,   Narim K. 

Thanks to all 18 students, 

teachers and parents who helped 

to make our first òStar Searchó of 

the school year such a success. 

There was quite a variety of tal-

ent displayed: singing, piano 

pieces,  and a magic routine.  A 
special thank you to Ms. Wen-

dorf for organizing the event, Mr. 

Knoke, Mr. Thomas, and Mme. 

Simpson for their technical assis-

tance and for Division 2 for host-

ing and helping with lighting and 

back stage duties.  

òLets fill those 

Christmas 

Hampers for 

those families in 

the area who 

need a little 

extra help!! 
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DONCASTERõS NEW STUDENT COUNCIL 

MEMBERS FOR 2009-2010 

 

 

 

Christmas  

Hampers  



Here are some interesting Fall activities to have fun with in ôMath 

for All Seasonsõ: 

Ask how many days your child has been in school. 

Play with leaves: 

-sort leaves by shape, size and color and count each group 

-use string to measure around the leaves 
-ask your child to find a leaf that is the same size as your hand, 

bigger than your  

  hand, or smaller than your hand 
-ask how many leaves your child thinks he or she can hold in one 

hand (estimate) 

  
Families spend so much time in a car or in transit, but that doesnõt mean they 

have to miss out on some wonderful opportunities that involve math.  Num-

bers on buildings and elsewhere for example can be added, put in order from 

largest to smallest or used in some other way that makes sense.  The activity 

is enjoyable and at the same time meaningful! 

DID YOU KNOW MATH IS EVERYWHERE!  
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CLEAN HANDS  

 

Students are 
keeping up with 
the washing of 

their hands!  
Hand washing 

is the single 
most important 
way to reduce 
the spread of 
germs and in-
fection.  Please 

continue to help 
your child to 
practice good 
hand washing 

techniques.  

Fall Swim Club has been a great 

success!  We have 40 swimmers 

participating at Crystal Pool 

every Monday after school.  Our 

last lesson is on Monday, Decem-

ber 7th when there is a Fun Day 

for all groups.  Thank you to all 

parent drivers and to all Don-

caster students for your enthusi-

asm and wonderful behaviour at 

the pool. Winter Swim Club will 

begin in January 2010!  Look for-

ward to more information in the 

next newsletter.  Thank-you from 

Mme. Sanderson.  
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SWIM CLUB  

SCHOOL PLANNING COUNCIL (SPC)  

We welcome new  parent members of the School Planning Council.  They are 

Joy Marie Manga, Jessica Schafer, Pam Wallace and Cheryl Rothnie.  I would 

like to thank Angela Schultz, Audrey Panter, and Tamara Malczewska, for all 

their efforts during the past year. 

HALLWAY TRAFFIC  

Just a gentle reminder that during in-

structional time that we aim to have 

hallways that  are respectfully quiet. 

Being we have only one extended hall-

way, students, under teacher direc-

tion, are walking quietly as they 

change activities.  Some teachers are 

escorting students outside to awaiting 

parents to reduce traffic in the halls 

during transitions to home.  Parents 

are waiting outside, in the front en-

trance corridor or quietly near the 

classroom. Thank-you for your efforts 

in meeting our goal. 



O r g a n i z a t i o n  

GOLF AT DONCASTER!  

On Tuesday November 17th a 

group of students from the Profes-

sional Golf Management program at 

Camosun College attended Don-

caster Elementary School, and deliv-

ered a new golf program to three 

classes. 
 

The program called Start New at 

Golf (SNAG) contains all the basic 

elements of golf, but in a modified 

form.  Falling somewhere between 

miniature golf and regulation golf, 

SNAG allows for full shots, pitching, 

chipping and putting.  Its design 

makes it both safe and portable, al-

lowing instruction, practice and play 

to take place both inside and out-

side.  SNAG is the first touch intro-

duction to golf using modified, de-

velopmentally appropriate equip-

ment and unique training tools. 
 

This program will be incorporated 

into the junior golf program  at Ce-

dar Hill Golf Course starting in 

2010.  The program is being re-

developed so as to attract and re-

tain young golfers. 
 

For more information regarding 

SNAG or the junior golf program at 

Cedar Hill, contact Craig Rencher 

250-475-7151. 

ICY WALKWAYS  

With winter approaching, please be safe in the icy, snowy weather.  When conditions 

are treacherous outside, our custodian Mr. Franklin clears a pathway to the main front 

entrance from the crosswalk on Cedar Hill, the parking lot and the pathway along the 

drop off from Rowan Street.  All other entrances should be avoided until weather 

conditions improve.  As many of you are aware, when the roadway is very icy, the drop 

off area needs to be approached carefully as students are dropped off and picked up. 

(Staff parking only in the school parking lot)  For people walking to school, please plan 

as level a walking route as possible.  Also, the stairway at the entrance at the back of 

the school and the back ramp can be dangerous in icy conditions.  Your cooperation is 

appreciated.  We want everyone to arrive safely at school! 

 

 
The following is a message from our school district regarding inclement 

weather:  
 

òWe are now approaching the season when inclement weather may affect the safety and 

welfare of students.  In particular, snowy weather has the potential to cause classes to be 

postponed or some School District 61 services to be suspended. 
 

Current information will be updated continuously on the Greater Victoria School District 61 

website at http://www.sd61.bc.ca/ 
 

Within the Greater Victoria School District, the Superintendent of Schools will provide media 

outlets with information about the status of our facilities and transportation services by 6:30 

a.m. if there is a concern. 
 

Local media outlets have indicated that they will provide constant information.ó 

 

 

BASKETBALL  
 

Intermural Buck-

etball Basketball 
will be starting 

soon as students 

in grades 3 -5 sign 

up for the noon 

activity.  Also, our 

grade 5 Floor 
hockey team will 

be starting just 

before Christmas.  
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