
 

This month, we started collecting information to plan for how to best support our learners next year.  We 
will also be thinking about class groupings that will work to create the best learning environment for all.  
Our experience is that enrollments often change over the summer and during the first week of school in 
September, so they will be only a starting point at this time. Many considerations go into the placement 
of students into classes.  The guiding principle in the placement of students and the organization of 
classes is to attempt to design a positive learning situation for each child within the larger context of the 
needs of all children. We take into account the childôs needs for academic, social, emotional or behav-
ioral support, and consider criteria such as: 

specific learning strengths, needs and styles;  

behavioral needs;  

social / emotional needs;  

male / female balance;  

siblings;  

effort, achievement, and independence;  

groupings appropriate for the best learning environment for all;  

age range;  

dynamics between children; and  

input from parents.  
 

If you have a specific request based on your childôs learning needs, please put your request in writing to 
our School Based Team stating your reasons (a form is available from the office).  The team will review 
the request in terms of the placement criteria listed above.  This year requests need to be into the 

school office by June 4, 2010 . 
 

In September, after the first few days of school, students are assigned to classes as a result of meetings 
involving the previous yearôs teachers, the classroom teachers for the current year, the LA, ESL and Re-
source Room teachers, and the Vice-Principal and Principal. Placements are always temporary until fi-
nal staffing has been approved by the District. 

 

Across the Principalõs Desk... 
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Students and families 
are invited to join Prin-
cipal Bataller on May 
28th for this second 
annual event at 8:15 
am at Wetherby Park 
(Cedar Hill Rd at 
McRae Ave and Weth-
erby Rd) to celebrate our achieve-
ments (map is posted on Way to Go! 
bulletin board). 

Have you seen the Greening Tree  
yet?  A few days before the Spring 
Challenge began, members of the 
Way to Go! Committee visited each 
class and gave every student a col-

oured leaf, according to 
how they came to 
school that day.  All 
leaves were placed on 
the tree to create a vis-
ual ósnapshot in timeô of 
how students travel to 
school.  This unan-

nounced event was a surprise for stu-
dents, but now everyone knows that 
the Greening Tree  will be repeated 
Friday, June 4th.  The challenge is on 
to see if we can make the tree more 
colourful.  Next week May31stðJune 
4th is Bike to School Week and is the 
last week of the Spring Challenge!   

If a request to reconsider a student's 

classroom placement is received, the 

Principal will review the placement in 

the context of the classroom learning 

environment and the needs of the indi-

vidual.  The Principal will then either 

confirm or request a change in the as-

signment placement as appropriate. 

Requests for reconsideration of a 

student's placement by either the 

classroom teacher, or the parent, 

will be directed to the Principal 

since it is assumed that the place-

ment has been made in accordance 

with the recommendations of the 

School-Based Team. 

Placement Review  

start and end at the same time each day.   

We will continue to start school at 8:42 am each day, 
but will now end each day at 2:50 pm. 

Start:  8:42 a.m. 

Recess:  10:14 a.m. ð 10:34 a.m. 

Lunch:  11:53 a.m. ð 12:48 .m.  

  11:51 am ð 12:48 pm -Monday only) 

End:  2:50 pm 

Balanced Weekly Timetable: 2010 - 2011  

The provision for a Balanced Timetable at the Ele-
mentary and Middle school level was approved at the 
May 17th, 2010 Board of Education meeting, "the 
Board of Education of School District No. 61 (Greater 
Victoria) directs that each elementary and middle 
school in the Greater Victoria School District return 
to a consistent daily timetable throughout the week 
(balanced weekly timetable).ó  Consideration at 
Doncaster was given to putting forth the least dis-
ruptive timetable to the existing one in place, but to 

Principalõs Walk to School Day, Clean Air Day: May 28th (tomorrow) 
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Parent 
Appreciation 

Assembly  
 

TO THOSE WHO 

HAVE RECEIVED 

AN INVITATION,  

WE WOULD 

APPRECIATE YOUR 

RESPONSE ASAP.  

Thanks!  

 

 



Is your child moving to Grade 6 at Cedar Hill Middle School?   

Later in the month of May, the teachers at your childôs elementary school, along with Cedar Hill 
staff, will be making class placement suggestions for the 2010 ï 2011 school year. These class 
organizations may change prior to the beginning of school in September, but they give us a 
starting place!   

Placing children in classes is a huge task and there is tremendous thought and effort put into 
class Factors teachers consider when creating classes include the following: 

social setting including friends, positive and negative 
relationships; 
academic, intellectual setting; 
size of class (number of children); male/female mix; 
number of years the child has been with the teacher; 
maturity of the child; 
work habits, level of independence; 
ability and willingness to undertake a leadership role; 
physical growth; 
intellectual growth. 

At this time of year, we also invite parents to provide us with input that we may not be aware of, 
such as a childôs desire to be with a particular friend, a childôs need for structure, etc.  Please 
do not request a specific teacher.  However, you might want to explain if your child works well 
or does not work well with a particular student.  We cannot guarantee your request, but we do 
our best to keep parental input in mind when organizing classes. 

If you have input that you would like us to consider when placing your child in a class at Cedar 
Hill Middle School for the 2010 / 2011 school year, we must receive those comments, in writing, 
by May 21

st
 2010.   Please address your letters or emails to Tom Aerts or taerts@sd61.bc.ca.   

Thank you very much.  I look forward to seeing all of your son/daughter on our transition after-
noon as well as at Cedar Hill next year.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.  

Tom Aerts, Principal  

Steel will be used to frame in our front entrance and office area.  Once this fram-
ing is complete, crews will start working on actively framing and building  our 
new entrance way and office area.  Construction crews have also brought the 
foundation up to grade before concrete being poured.  At our renovation meeting 
on May 4th, we discussed the final moves we have to make before year end.   

Renovation Up - Date 

Grade 6 Cedar Hill Middle School Student Placements for 2010 - 2011  
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http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.julianattock.com/images/Renovation08/builder%2520clip%2520art.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.julianattock.com/Renovation08.htm&usg=__6OL62L-r5hIAgCZWNTk1FBX90mM=&h=179&w=219&sz=5&hl=en&start=76&itbs=1&tbnid=_kIfCLF


ôRoom Designô ï With you child, plan 

how you could rearrange their bedroom.  

Make a plan or drawing of how you think 

it should look.  Measure and cut out 

pieces of paper for the furniture.  Use 

graph paper or divide some plain paper 

into squares.  Once you have a plan you 

like then glue the furniture pieces in 

place.  Donôt forget to put the scale you 

used in your measurement! 

 óComparing Measurementsô ï Looking 

for a Metre:  Find 5 objects that are about 

1 cm in length.  Measure them and record 

your findings.  Do the same for things 

that you think are about 1 m. in length.  

How Long is a Minute?:  What can you 

do in a minute and how many of them 

can you do?  Name 5 things, estimate 

the number you can do in a minute, test 

your estimate and record your estimates 

and results in a chart.  Compare these 

with your mom/dad. How close were 

you to your estimate? 

Objects from the dollar store, old wall-

paper books, buttons, bread tags, bottle 

caps, lids, rocks and old keys are some 

of the many and inexpensive materials 

that provide rich opportunities for sort-

ing and classifying? 

Students Numbers: 2010 - 2011  

Did you know (DYK) that Math is Everywhere!  
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Staffing projected for next year has just been 
completed.  At this time, we are projected to  
have 5 English classroom divisions.  This is a 
decrease of 1 division from this year.  In French 
Immersion, we are projected to continue with 
10 classroom divisions.  We welcomed 56 new 
kindergarten students and parents to École 
Doncaster Elementary! An orientation session 
for parents and our new Kindies was held yes-
terday.   

If you know that your K-4 children  

will NOT be returning to École 
Doncaster Elementary in Septem-
ber and have not already informed the 

office, please contact us so we can make 
the necessary registration adjustments. 

Thanks!!! 

Projected Staffing for 2010 - 2011  

Many thanks to Mr. Knoke 
and to our primary teachers who 
hosted a very successful Spring 
Concert.  Over 500 parents, 
grandparents and friends at-
tended to listen to our wonder-
ful students perform!   

Spring Concert  

Please look forward to our Par-
ent Appreciation Assembly be-
ing held on Friday, June 4th at 
9:00 a.m. in the Doncaster gym 
to thank all the folks who help 
us in countless ways here at 
Doncaster! 

Parent Appreciation  



*At the Board Meeting held on Monday night, May 17th, a two-week Spring Break was approved. 
 

192 days in session 

185 days of instruction 

6 non-instructional days 

1 administrative day (Wednesday, June 30, 2011) 
 

School Opening is Tuesday, September 7, 2010 

Thanksgiving Day Monday, Oct. 11, 2010 

Remembrance Day is Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2010 

Last day school is in session for Winter Break is Friday, December 17, 
2010 

Schools re-open on Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2011 

Last day of school prior to Spring Break is Friday, March 11, 2011 

School Re-opens on Monday, March 28, 2011 

Good Friday is Friday, April 22, 2011 

Easter Monday is Monday, April 25, 2011 

Victoria Day is Monday, May 23, 2011 

Last Day of School classes is Wednesday, June 29, 2011 

Thursday, June 30, 2011 is an Administrative Day and then school closes 

École Doncaster Calendar for 2010 - 2011 School Year  
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Monday, September 20, 2010 (district)  

Friday, October 22, 2010 (province wide)  

Friday, November 26, 2011(district)  

Friday, February 18, 2011 (district)  

Friday, May 20, 2011 (district)  

Friday, June 10, 2011 (school) 

The Board of Trustees has approved the following  

Professional Development Days for 2010 - 2011.  

Library  

Volunteers  

Needed!!!!  
Starting June 14th the 

Library needs volun-

teers for shelving 

books.  If you can spare 

10 minutes or 10 hours, 

please see Hilda in the 

office. 

Thanks  

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pocketyourdollars.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/put_this_on_calendar_clip_art-285x300.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.pocketyourdollars.com/2010/02/mark-your-calendars-for-march-30-pocket-your-dollars-meet-greet/&u


Our Rugby team and 
coaches Mr. Thomas and 
Chris M. have completed 
a fantastic season with 
our players playing in 
three Rugby tournaments.  
Enjoyment and sports-
manship was exhibited by 
all!   

Our Jump Rope for Heart 
day was held on May 13th 
where all students took 
part in a series of fun fit-
ness challenges and games 

outside during the af-
ternoon.  Many thanks 
to Mme Deschênes, Ms 
Morrell and Mrs. Mar-
shall for organizing the 
event.  Thanks also 
goes out to our parents 
for volunteering their 
time to help.   

On Friday, May 14th 

our Bike Rodeo 
ôSafety On Wheelsõ to 
encourage daily physi-
cal and safe exercise   

was a huge success 
thanks to CST. Walsh, 
parents, and students 
from Doncaster and 
Cedar Hill Middle 
Schools.  

Congratulations   

to our Cross Country team members who came to our 
meets.  All runners did a fantastic job with several placing in 
the top ten.  Many thanks also to those parents who braved 
the weather and drove students to and from our meets. We 
had a very successful season! 

Mme Cairns and Mr. Strickland 

Spring Cross Country  

Schools Meet on June 3rd.  The 
events were the 100 m and 800 
m runs and the 4x100 relays. 

Many thanks to Mr. Masuch 
and Mr. Strickland for coordi-
nating our track team this year 
and to Mme Simpson for help-

ing out. 

Track Teams  

Track season has begun 
and gone at the time of 
this newsletter!    We par-
ticipated in a Zone Track 
Meet with our òfamily of 
schoolsó (ours is the Rey-
nolds Family) on Tuesday, 
May 25th .  Top finishers 
will qualify to go on to the All 

Sports  
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THANK YOU 

TO ALL OUR 

PARENT 

VOLUNTEERS 

FOR THEIR 

HELP AND 

SUPPORT ALL 

YEAR!!!!!! 
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Recognition Assembly ñ May 17 th , 2010  

Each month, students are selected from each division to be recognized for an area 
of particular strength as it relates to their learning.  The students recognized were:  

Simon C.  

Zoe B.  

Bailee S.  

Carson M.  

Sophie C  

Gabrielle N.  

Ayla A.  

Helen M.  

Mackenzie M.  

Kai P. Noah T.,  

Liam R.  

Isaak Z.  

Paul K.  

Division 4  

Matthew N.  

Inez V.  

Rachel G.  

Division 5  Division 6  

Fabrizio S.  

Javier S.  

Kailey T.  

Division 7  

Jenny M.  

Melanie B.  

Mckylie M -B. 

Divison 8  

Division 9  

Chloe D.  

Aidan F.  

Takeshi C.  

Malik U.  

Keely V.  

Daniil P.  

Aiesha D.  

Division 10  
Division 11  Division 12  

Division 13  Division 16  

Jordan C.  

Annika K.  

Mataya L.  

Andy P.  

Hanna W.  

Angelo V.  

Anna M.  

Hanna S.  

Aidan R.  

Cayden P.  

Kiera O.  

Malia B.  

Matthew B.  

Richard R.  

Darian D.  

Amber H.  

Nia O., Brydon P.  

Malcolm R.  

Division 1  Division 3  
Division 2  

Excellent  

Super  Bravo
 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://cheerleading.lovetoknow.com/images/Cheerleading/thumb/a/a6/SchoolMascotClipart.jpg/300px-SchoolMascotClipart.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.art1536.info/victorian-valentine-clip-art.html&usg=__NigCcu8KEUW418YHhpiWep3-h


Avoid the sun between 11:00am and 4:00pm 

When you go outsideé 

SEEK  out the shade 

SLIP  on clothes that cover arms and legs 

SLAP  on a hat and sunglasses 

SLOP  on sunscreen 

SLURP  lots of water  

A message from Vancouver Island Health Authority  
 

If it looks like itôs going to be a sunny day, please slop on that sunscreen before 
coming to school.  You can always keep sunscreen at school ð remember to put 

your name on it.  

Be Sun Smart  

May 28  Annual Principalõs Walk 

June 2  STAR Search 

June 3  Track Finalõs 5:30 pm @ U. Vic 

June 3  DPAC Meeting 7:00 p.m.  

June 4  Parent Appreciation  

June 7  Recognition Assembly  9:00 a.m.  

June 10 DPAC Year End Dance 5:00 ñ9:00  

June 11  PRO- D (No School for students)  

June 18 DPAC Subway 

June 24  Newsletter  

June 25 Gr. 5 BBQ 

June 28 Fun Day  

June 29  Final Assembly 11:00 a.m.  

Last Day for Students  

June 30 Administrative Day  

June 30 Final Renovation Moves  
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BONVOYAGE and 
BEST WISHES to  

Mr. Bataller who retires  
at the end of this year.  

 

For September  

we welcome our new 
Principal,  

Mr. James Hansen  

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://images.musthavemenus.com/images/13/f2503206aa/img_large_watermarked.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.musthavemenus.com/image/june-calendar-clipart.html&usg=___YbIquzKtstCj9wcjgRRSSsecpE=&h=272&w=300&sz=33&hl=en&start=39&
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