
Across the Principals Desk... 

Doncaster Newsletter 

Thank-you for 

returning your òOn-

Line School Newslet-

teró survey.   We had 

an incredible re-

sponse.  82% of our 

families would now 

like to receive their newsletter by 

e-mail.  This is a significant reduc-

tion in the amount of paper we will 

use to put out our monthly news-

letters.  We will continue to have 

hard copy newsletters available at 

the office if for some reason a 

family did not receive their news-

letter by e-mail.   

Please contact Margo at the of-

fice, 595-3611, if there are any 

changes or problems with your e-

mail address.   

Happy New Year and Bon Annee!  We 

have now started a new decade.  Best 

wishes for health and happiness to all.  

The school year has started well for 

us at Doncaster and itõs good to see 

all the youngsters back ready and ea-

ger to learn.  This January to March 

term is an important time of year for 

concentrating on academic success.  

In particular we will be working on our school goals of improv-
ing the literacy and numeracy skills of our students.  Please 

help your child by talking about his or her school day at home, 

setting aside a quiet place and time to do homework or read 

together, and reminding your son or daughter of their respon-

sibilities that accompany the right to learn.  We have many 

wonderful success stories of students who are working ex-

tremely well and are doing their best.   
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Friday,  

February 18th, 2010 

 

Doncaster Family 

Bingo 

#  
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Is your son or daughter moving into 

grade 6 next September? 

Cedar Hill invites you and your child 

to an Information Evening which will 

introduce you to the programs and 

opportunities available at our school. 

When? 

Tuesday, February 2nd, 2010,  

7:00 pm ð 8:30 pm. 

Where? 

Cedar Hill Middle School Gym (School 

Tours to Follow), 3910 Cedar Hill Road 

Grade 5 students will be bringing home 

a detailed invitation soon.  Please 

mark Tuesday, February 2nd on your 

calendars!   

Tom Aerts, Principal  
Lois Bender, Vice Principal  

Cedar Hill Middle School 

Attention:  Grade Five Parents! 

Learn about the various opportunities available  

to students at Middle School 

Meet the grade six English 

and French teacher teams 

Meet the Cedar Hill School 

administration 

School tours 

Fine Arts Program 

Athletics 

Exploratory classes 

Late French Immersion 
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Safety Drills, such 

as a ôFire Drillõ and 

an ôEarthquake Drillõ 

are practiced as a 

regular part of our 

safety plan 

throughout the year.  

A  ôLockdown Drillõ  

is part of our safety 

plan and will be 

conducted with CST 

Walsh on Feb. 9th. 

ÉCOLE INTERMÉDIAIRE CEDAR HILL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Open House!   

Middle School is just around the corner and òTransition Activitiesó will be 

starting soon.  These involve parent information night on Tuesday, Feb. 2nd, 

7:00 p.m. -8:30 p.m. at École Intermediare Cedar Hill Middle School, school 

visits by both students and parents (late spring), and sharing of information 

for pupil placement between elementary and middle school staff.  Our students 

will be moving on to Cedar Hill Middle unless the parent fills out a Student 

Transfer form for another school.  Parents and students will be kept informed 

of future activities as dates are confirmed. 

To enroll your child in Grade 6 Late Immersion, apply to register 

at the dual track Middle School of your choice (Arbutus, Cedar Hill, Central, 

Lansdowne or Shoreline) during the week of February 1 to 5.   Registration 

begins February 1 at 8:00 am.  For more information on Late Immersion and on 

Late Immersion registration, visit our web site www.sd61.bc.ca.  French Immer-

sion is a District Program for which registration is òfirst come, first servedó. 

Athletics 

Home Ec 
Co

mp
ut
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Tech 
Ed 
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ip 
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Each year, students in Grade 4 participate in the Foundation Skills Assessment 

(FSA).  FSA is a series of tests in reading comprehension, writing, and nu-

meracy and with limited exceptions, is taken by all students in Grade 4 in BC 

public schools and funded independent schools.  Our district and school are 

committed to the academic achievement for all students, and FSA results are 

one indicator of studentsõ achievement.  These results provide a ôsnapshotõ of 

how well our students are attaining foundation skills, and their results along 

with other sources, are used to help develop our schoolõs plans for improving 

students learning.  Parents can find more information on the Ministry of Educa-

tion website at: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/. 

FSA testing started January 18th and will continue to February 18th.  Studentsõ 

results will be mailed home to parents by the end of March 2010.   

FSA Testing for Grade 4 Students 

Going to the Seashore!  

Collect some seashells as 

you walk along the beach.  

How many different 

ways can you sort them?  

Is there anything else 

you could sort on your 

trip ð business cards?  

Bottle caps? Postcards?  

Stamps?  How are the 

items in each group, the 

same or different? 

What can you do with a 

License Plate?  Use the 

digits to make the larg-

est/smallest number pos-

sible.  Use a code that 

has each letter in the 

plate be equal to a value 

(a=1, b=2é or use frac-

tions and decimals).  

Younger children can 

moving your body for 30 minutes or 

more every day, youõre doing 

òphysical activity.ó  There are three 

basic types of activities:  endur-

ance, flexibility, and strength.  You 

should try to get some of each type 

of activity every week.  Doncaster 

is physically active and moving.  

Well done! 

òDaily physical activityó is a fancy way 

of saying you do things like walk, run, 

jump, play, dance, skip or take part in 

sports every day.  Activity can be un-

planned, like playing with your dog.  Or it 

can be planned, like walking to school, 

playing on a soccer team or helping out 

with chores at home.  As long as youõre 
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...There are three  

basic types of 

activities: 

endurance, 

flexibility and 

strength 

Daily Physical Activity (DPA) 

have low values repeated 

to allow for easy addition.  

Who has the highest value 

including the numbers?  

Who has the least value?  

Try this several times to 

get an average.  For very 

young children have them 

recognize the largest and 

smallest number value in 

the license plate! 

Did you know (DYK) that Math is Everywhere! 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/


If you are a parent of a 3 or 4 

year old child, or have a 

neighbour or a friend with a 3 

or 4 year old, please see and/or 

pass on the following invita-

tionñto come to a morning of 

reading, stories, and fun at 

École Doncaster on Wednesday, 

February 3rd  from 9:30 am. to 

11:30 am. 

This is an ôOpen Houseõ where 

you and your child will have an 

opportunity to have a tour of 

École Doncaster and be ac-

tively involved in literacy, nu-

meracy, and healthy living ac-

tivities!   

Refreshments and informational  

packages are available. 

During the next couple of weeks staff and Grade 4 Students will be partici-

pating in filling out annual Satisfaction Surveys for the Ministry of Education.  

Parents of Grade 4 Students are also being surveyed.  If you have a student in 

Grade 4 this year, you will receive your survey from your child very shortly.  

(If you did not get one, please ask at the office.)  

Results from these surveys provide information that will support discussions 

about improving student achievement at our school.  The survey gathers per-

ceptions from parents on areas including achievement, human and social devel-

opment, and safety.  The information collected will help our school review our 

goals and establish priorities for future school years.  Survey results for Don-

caster are shared along with FSA results with the School Planning Council, 

PAC and staff each year. 

When it arrives, please take a few minutes to fill out the survey on-line. On-

line responses are accepted up to March 31, 2010. 

Thank you for your participation! 

Ready, Set, Learn!  Celebrating Learning 

Provincial Satisfaction Surveys 
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Ready, Set, 

Learn!  

Open House 
 

Wednesday, 

February 3 

9:30ñ11:30 

Students in grade four and five are recognized at assemblies 

for their valuable contributions to the school.  These students 

have shown incredible leadership in being an office helper, am-

bassador, monitor at lunch time, and helping with our equipment 

sign-out.  All students and staff at Doncaster have benefited 

from their service since the beginning of September.  

Well done! 

Student Leadership 
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S t u d e n t s  i n 

Greater Victoria 

School District 

follow a pathway 

from elementary 

school to middle school to secondary 

school. Students at all grade levels (K-12) 

wishing to change schools or pathway will 

need to complete a Student Transfer Ap-

plication Form.   

Our grade 5 students will automatically be 

registered for Grade 6 at École Inter-

médiaire Cedar Hill Middle School for the 

Fall.  Our schoolõs pathway is:  £cole Don-

caster Elementary to École Intermédiaire 

Cedar Hill Middle School to Reynolds Sec-

ondary School.  If you wish to enroll your 

child at another Middle School, you must 

complete a transfer application form that 

is available at any district school and for-

ward it to the School Board Office, 556 

Boleskine Road  between Feb. 18th  and 

Feb. 26th  to be considered.  Also, If you 

are interested in having your Gr.1 -5 child 

attend a school other than École Don-

caster, a transfer application form will 

also have to be filled out.  Parents/

guardians applying during the transfer 

application week will receive written 

confirmation by the end of March. 

Please drop in to see me or call me for 

more information.  

Any student who will be 5 years old on or before Dec. 31, 2010 

should register for school for the 2010-2011 school year by com-

ing into their neighborhood catchment school to fill in the regis-

tration forms. Office doors will be open at 8:00 am on Feb. 1st. 

Verification of the childõs birth date and citizenship (birth cer-

tificate or passport) is required and proof of address, like a 

phone bill, would verify your address and postal code.  Families 

who apply during registration week have priority for placement 

and registration forms will be numbered during registration week.  Space is not reserved 

for catchment families applying later in the year.  Doncaster Kindergarten will go full time 

for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Kindergarten students who wish to attend another school must first register at 

their  catchment school, then complete a Kindergarten ôTransferõ Form that is due to 

the Board Office by 4:00 pm, Monday, February 8, 2010.  Transfer forms are avail-

able at the catchment area school. 

For students entering Immersion for the first time in Kindergarten or in Grade 1, go 

to your Immersion catchment school during Kindergarten registration week.  For 

more information on Early Immersion and on Early Immersion Registration, visit our 

web site (www.sd61.bc.ca). French Immersion is a District program for which regis-

tration is first come, first served. 

K-12 Student transfer Application Week: 

February 18ñFebruary 26, 2010 

Kindergarten Registration for School Year 2010 

February 1ñFebruary 5, 2010 
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Each month, students are selected from each division to be recognized for an area 

of particular strength as it relates to their learning.  Parents are invited to attend 

and it was great to see so over 60 parents join us at our last assembly!  It means 

a great deal to your child.  The students recognized on January 18th were: 
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Brad R.,  
Aidan L., 
Corey S.,  
David B. 

David G., Jack S.,  

Ethan M.,  

Forest S. 

Madalyn K., 

Jordy B., 

Travis W.,  

Saidie K. 

Montana R., 

Hunter J., 

Sophie F-S, 

Marko L. 

Amy D., 

Lucas G., 

Aidan S. 

Narim K.,  

Isaac W.,  

Reubyn S. 

Anna S., Gareth F., 

 Matthew D.,  

Amelia M. 

Shiho C., Ben S., 

Thomas J.,  

Natasha C. 

Jeff A., 

Ryann W. 

Rose Mae C., 

Splendid H., 

Serena L., 

Ryan M. 

Brandon S., Bailey M.,  

Sophia A.,  

Isabella S. 

Zoe M-F., 

Axel N. 

Amelie M., 

Koji C., 

Owen M., 

Emma W. 

Lochlan R., 

Rio S., 

Ashlyne H., 

Jordyn R., 

Amelia W. 

Shyana R., Kye N., 

Keira H.,  

Cameron H. 



Feb. 1st - 5th  Kindergarten Registration 

February 3  Ready, Set, Learn òOpen Houseó  9:30 -11:30 am 

February 4 DPAC Meeting  @  7:00 pm 

February 9 ARTStarts  10:35 am  ôLes B°cheronsõ 

February 9 Lockdown Drill - 10:00 am 

February 11      Intermediate Symphony  (registered classes) 

February 12    Primary Symphony  (registered classes) 

February 15    Recognition Assembly  1:02 pm 

February 17 Reynoldõs Family Floor-hockey Jamboree 

February 18 26  K-12 Student Transfer process begins 

February 18 DPAC  Subway Day 

February 18 DPAC  Bingo 

February 19   PRO-D. Day (NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS) 

February 24 Star Search  1:02 pm 

February 25 Newsletter 

February 26 Report Cards go home 

Feb. 26 ð Mar. 2   Scholastic Book Fair 

March 3 Parent/Teacher Conferences  12:07 pm dismissal 

March 3 Ukulele Concert Gr. 5õs at U. Vic  7:00 pm 

March 4 DPAC Meeting   @   7:00 pm 

March 5 DPAC Sushi Lunch 

March 8-19 SPRING BREAK 

March 22 First Day Back from Spring Break 

March 25  Newsletter 

March 26   Lice Check 

March 31   DPAC Pizza Day 

Renovation Up-Date 

Currently, the gym is being dried out, insulated and dry walled.  Outside 

siding will be starting soon.  Most of the electrical and plumbing has now 

been finished and the new gym has been connected to power.  Crews are 

working hard to have the gym ready for us to use after spring break.  

We will be moving gym and staffroom equipment to new locations as the 

staffroom and old gym will be taken down over spring break.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
  1 

FSA (Jan. 18th-

Feb. 26th) 

K-Registration  

Feb. 1ñ5 

start at 8:00 am 

2 3 
Ready, Set, Learn 

9:30 ð 11:30 

4 
PAC Meeting 

@ 7:00 p.m. 

5 6 

7 8 9 
  

ARTStarts: 10:35 

pm 

10 
SBT  8:00 am 

  

  

11 12 
  

Pyjama & Teddy 

Bear Day 

13 

14 
 

15 
Recognition Assem-

bly 1:00 am 

 

16 
SAFE Kids w/

Darren Laur ð for 

students 3:30 -5 

pm-Library 

17 

 
Reynoldõs Family 

Floor hockey Jam-

beree 

18 
K-12 Student 

Transfer Process 

Feb. 18th- 26th 

DPAC Subway Day 

DPAC Bingo 

Lice Check 

19 
PRO-D DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

 for students 

20 

21 22 
  

  

23 24 

 
STAR SEARCH 

25 
School Newsletter 

SAFE Kids w/

Darren Laur ð for 

students 3:30 -5 

pm-Library 

26 
Report Cards Go 

Home 

  

Scholastic Book 

Fair 

27 

28             

              

February  2010  


