
as their children grow up.  This en-
ables parents to enter their chil-
ŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
their children, and to talk more to 
them in developing a caring relation-
ship.  This is a tremendous way to 
teach children a love for learning 
while they are growing up.  Modeling 
the thrill for learning about their 
community, themselves, and others 
is a powerful educational tool.  (Ban, 
John:  Parents 
Assuring Stu-
dent Success. 
2000.) 

LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
the last half of our school year 
now that February is at an end.   
Second term report cards will be 
sent out tomorrow.  Students 
are working hard in classrooms 
and will get an opportunity to 
share their successes with you 
when they bring their report 
cards home, and at our optional 
parent/teacher interviews. 

In raising children, there is fre-
ǉǳŜƴǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘŜŀŎƘŀōƭŜ Ƴƻπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
children are most receptive to 
learning.  Teachers and parents 
know about this.  Parents set 
aside time for these teachable 
moments in their daily schedule 

REPORT CARDS 

Second Term report 
cards will be coming 
home tomorrow.  This 
is very important term 
for students as just 
over half of their year 
has been covered and 
teachers are able to 
give a more in-depth 
picture of student 

achievement as com-
pared to the shorter 
first term reporting 
period. Teacher/
Parent Interviews will 
be held on Wednes-
day, March 3rd.  
School will be dis-
missed at 12:07 p.m. 
Some teachers will be 

having Student-Led 
conferences and 
other will be meeting 
with parents and stu-
dents on an individual 
basis.  Please return 
your report cards re-
questing an interview 
if you would like an 
interview at this time. 

If you know that 
your K-4 children 

WILL NOT BE 
RETURNING  

to École Doncaster 
Elementary in 

September and 
have not already 

informed the office, 
please contact us so 

we can make the 
necessary 

registration 
adjustments. 

ACROSS THE PRINCIPALõS DESKé. 
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When considering the consumption of 
nutritious foods, our school district 
supports healthy food choices and the 
full implementation of the Ministry of 
Education and Ministry of Health 
άDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ .ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ 
{ŀƭŜǎ ƛƴ .Φ/Φ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎέ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
schools.  Our DPAC works hard to re-
view these guidelines that apply to any 
food or beverages sold to students 
within the school grounds and at 
school organized events, and research 
healthy food choices to offer at school 
sponsored events.   

A big thanks goes to our DPAC for their 
leadership in providing healthy food 
choices for our students and school 
community at our school events. 

Nutrition education programs, such as 
Eat Well, Get Moving, are part of the 
actions our staff are undertaking in 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎƻŀƭΣ Ψ¢ƻ 
improve student achievement by em-
phasizing healthy living activities that 
promote physical activity and nutri-
ǘƛƻƴΩΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
about modeling health and nutrition 
during class activities.   

Floor hockey at noon will be starting 
soon and many thanks to Mr. Bataller 
for organizing it and to Ms. Morrell, 
Mrs. Montgomery, Mme Cohen, Mr. 
Bataller, and Mr. Thomas for offering to 
help out on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday!   

Mr. Bataller will be 
coaching our grade five 
co-ed Basketball team. 

Doncaster students 
did very well in rep-
resenting Doncaster 
at our 6th Annual 
wŜȅƴƻƭŘΩǎ CƭƻƻǊ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ WŀƳōƻǊŜŜΦ  ! 
big thank you goes to Mr. Fraser and 
our grade five team.   Also, intra mural 
Basketball/Bucketball has come to a 
close.  Many students enjoyed basket-
ball thanks to the help of Mr. Thomas, 
Mme Poulin and Mr. Bataller.   

fruit and to be more ac-
tive.  For more informa-
tion visit the new im-
proved website: 
www.fitinfitness.ca 

In April, each student will 
receive a monthly Eat 
Well Get Moving! Crunch 
& Go Card for recording 
the number of minutes of 
physical activity they do 

and the number of serv-
ings of vegetables and 
fruit they eat.  At the end 
of the month, students 
return cards to their 
teacher who will provide 
them with a new one.  
Many thanks to Sadie 
Greco, our Public Health 
Nurse, and Mme Sander-
son for coordinating our 
initiatives.  

Our school 
once again 
will be partici-
pating in the 
Eat Well Get 

Moving! School Chal-
lenge from April 1 to 
April 30, 2010.  The aim 
of this exciting challenge 
is to get families in our 
school community to eat 
more vegetables and 

S P O R T S 

Healthy Food Choices  

Pajama Day was a huge 
success on Friday, 
February 12th as 

students and staff 
enjoyed the day 
ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀƧŀƳŀΩǎ 
with their favorite 
άǎǘǳŦŦƛŜέΗ   

Many thanks to our 
student leadership 

group who helped with 
the event. 
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EAT WELL, GET MOVING... IS BACK FOR APRIL! 

HEALTHY FOOD CHOICES: 
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Do a family survey!  
Survey your family to 
see which are your 
favorite foods in 
your family.  Use a 
pie graph or a bar 

graph to show your results.  You can 
enjoy a wonderful family meal as a 
result of your survey! 

At the dinner table ask your children 
to make change for a Quarter!  How 
many ways can you make change for 
a quarter?  (Hint: there are more 
than 10).  Organize your thinking on 
paper so that you know you have all 
of the ways.  Do any combinations 
use the same number of coins?  
Which use the fewest?  The most? 
Then try a dime or even a loonie 
without using pennies! 

Games that use dice and cards actu-
ally help children learn their number 
facts.  No one wants to wait while 
you put down your cards to count 
on your fingers!  Practice your basic 
math facts while you play a game.  
Put two cards down and add, sub-
tract, multiple or divide the smaller 
number into the bigger one.  Great 
mental math! 

Telephone math is really entertain-
ing!  Add the digits in your phone 
number.  Repeat this for five friends.  
Put them in order from largest to 
smallest.  Who has the largest num-
ber? Smallest number?  Write a 
math equation using all the numer-
als in the phone number and any or 
all operations (i.e., adding, subtract-
ƛƴƎΣ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭȅƛƴƎΣ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎύΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊπ
get to use brackets to help you. 

Doncaster continues to work on their literacy, numeracy and healthy 
living goals.  Both staff and School Planning Council members are in 
the process of reviewing our actions that contribute to each of our 
goals.  Students are very involved in a variety of learning experiences 
that have a very strong Fine Arts, Healthy Living and Academic focus.  

SCHOOL GROWTH PLAN: Mid Year Review 

DID YOU KNOW (DYK) that Math is Everywhere !  

Our Div. 1, 2 and 3 grade 5 students will be partaking in the Ukulele Concert 
at the UVic Centre on March 3rd .   Students from our district will be featured 
in both individual and mass numbers.  It will be a fine evening of young 
musical talent.  Tickets can be purchased for $7.00 at the UVic Ticket Center, 
phone # 250-721-8480.  A big thank you to Mr. Knoke for his hard work 
preparing our students for this.  
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UKULELE CONCERT 
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DONCASTERõS COMPUTER CLUB 

The grade 4/5 Computer club began on Monday, February 7th, with 17 stu-
dents , and meets every week at lunch.  The students have been designing 
images and slideshows in MS paint and Microsoft Powerpoint.  Upcoming 
projects include: learning how to design webpages, flash games and editing 
sound clips.  Thanks to Ms Stack and the other UVIC student teachers for 
running the computer club. 

TRAFFIC AWARNESS 

Please continue to help teach your youngster safe pedestrian skills for every-
day life by leaving the car at home and walking to school.  Enjoy the fresh air 
and healthy exercise.  Share the walk with friends or neighbors.  For all our 
drivers, remember to respect school zone and playground speed limits and 
watch whenever children are on the streets.  This will be especially important 
to remember as the weather improves and students are out and about.   

My name is Greg Rickwood and I am a PhD student in the Exer-
cise Science, Physical and Health Education Department at the 
University of Victoria.  I would like to invite you to participate in 

Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΥ άThe Relationship between School Environments and Physical 
!ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦέ  It involves the completion of a brief online survey and will require ap-
proximately 7-8 minutes of your time. For each survey completed, $2.00 will be 
donated to the Healthy, Safe, and Caring Schools Program that strengthens the 
capacity of schools in the Greater Victoria School District to enhance the well-
being of school communities (see: www.healthyschools.sd61.bc.ca). 

¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 
activity at school. The survey results will help schools identify what helps or hin-
ŘŜǊǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ 

If you are considering participation, please visit http://askitonline.com/survey/
activepass/.  On this site, you will find more information about the study in the 
form of consent materials and the survey itself; you will be asked to indicate what 
school your child attends prior to survey completion. 

I thank you in advance for your time and willingness to participate in this study.  
For further information, please contact me, Greg Rickwood, at rickwog@uvic.ca or 
by phone: 250-384-9881. This study has received approval from the Human Re-
search Ethics Board at the University of Victoria.   

UVIC STUDYñINVITATION TO PARENTS 

 

 

 

mailto:rickwog@uvic.ca


Doncaster will be holding its annual Cur-
riculum Fair in the gym beginning Mon-
day, April 12.  This is your chance to 
come in and view all the wonderful art-
work, projects, creative writing samples, 
science experiments, and the other vari-
ous work completed by Doncaster stu-
dents throughout the year.   

Fair hours are: 

Mon., April 12  3:00 - 3:30 p.m 

Tues., April 1 8:15 - 8:45 p.m. 

 12:30 - 12:50 p.m.
 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

Wed., April 14 8:15 -   8:45 p.m. 

 12:30 - 12:50 p.m. 

 *6:30τ8:30 p.m.  
(A special evening time) 

Thurs., April 15 8:15 - 8:45 p.m. 

The students have worked very hard on 
their displays and are looking forward to 
sharing their work with you.  Choose a 
time convenient to you and mark it on 
your calendar.  See you at the fair! 

up.  Also, windows have been in-
stalled in the court yard hallway.  
Crews continue to work hard to 
have the gym ready for use to use 
after spring break.  We will be 
moving gym and staffroom equip-
ment to new locations as the staf-
froom and old gym will be taken 
down over spring break.   

Presently, the gym is 
on the way to being 
completed.  The 
stage has been as-
sembled and is ready 
for attachment once 
the floor is laid. Gym 
walls are being fin-

ished.  Outside siding is now going 

for an educational program 
that honored the diversity 
of our nations and honored 
our unique status in Canada.  
We now provide the Jour-
�Q�H�\�·�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �+�H�D�U�W��pro-
gram in SD 61 at George 
Jay Elementary School.  

At George Jay Elementary 
the program runs on Tues-
days and Thursdays, with a 
morning program from 9 -
11:30am and an afternoon 

program from 1 -3:30 pm.  
Come and join us in cele-
brating who we are as Abo-
riginal people.  Let us work 
together to help our chil-
dren have better success in 
the public school system.  

It takes a whole commu-
nity to raise a child!  

Contact Info:  (250) 384 -
9466 or www.hulitan.ca 

The �-�R�X�U�Q�H�\�·�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Heart Program is a place 
where Aboriginal children 
between the ages of 3 -5 
and their caregivers can 
come to meet new friends, 
learn the skills they need 
for kindergarten and cele-
brate their culture.   

Hulitan Social Services So-
ciety is dedicated to making 
�D�� �G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �R�X�U�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�·��
lives.  The community asked 

JOURNEYS OF THE HEART: Huli tan Social Services 

RENNOVATION 

Curriculum Fair: Apri l 12 ñ15  

Congratulations  
to all the performers 
in the February 24th  
Star Search.  Also, a 
big thank you to Ms 

Wendorf who 
organized this 

fabulous event for 
our school. Start 

preparing now for 
the next Star Search 
on Wednesday, June 

2nd, 2010! 
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