
Happy Holidays!  

Our Winter Break starts next week and eve-
ryone is looking forward to a good rest after 
a busy first term.  I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all of you for contributing so 
much to our school community ð your help 
volunteering directly at the school, driving 
for field trips, and working with your chil-
dren at home supports the job we do for our 
students and we appreciate your input.  Stu-
dents come to school with positive attitudes 
and ready to learn.  I love the cheerful faces 
and friendly greetings I am met with during 
the day, and enjoy seeing how the children 
treat adults and each other with respect and 
kindness.  Doncaster is a wonderful school 
and a caring community where all can learn 
and grow.  I am humbled by the dedication, 
caring, and effort everyone shows.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all the families of Doncaster a very joyful 
holiday season and every happiness in the 
year to come!   

Hampers 

A big thank you to 

all the families who sent 

in donations for our 

Christmas hampers.  

They were picked up by 

the Mustard Seed Soci-

ety and will be distrib-

uted to many needy in-

dividuals and families in 

our community to make 

their holidays a little 

brighter because of your 

generosity.  Thank -you 

Mme Prendergast for or-

ganizing the Hamper 

drive this year.  
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Our Basketball season has started 

with 85 students taking part in Buck-

etball Basketball and 16 grade 5 stu-

dents taking part on our Floor -hockey 

team.   

We will begin our sessions after Christmas break and will 

continue to swim every Monday after that until just before 

Spring Break.  The swimming sessions are after school from 

3:30 to 4:15 at the Crystal Pool.   If interested, please make 

sure that you have signed up with Mme Sanderson (sponsor 

teacher ).  

Basketball  ñ  Floorhockey  

Winter Swim Club  

ary 9th. More information about 

the óLockdown Drillô and how it 

will be conducted with our stu-

dents at Doncaster will be shared 

at our next DPAC meeting on Feb-

ruary 4th 2010. 

Safety Drills, 
such as a óFire 

Drillô and an 

óEarthquake Drillô 

are practiced as a 

regular part of our 

s a f e t y  p l a n 

throughout the year.  A óLockdown 

Drillô is part of our safety plan and will 

be conducted with CST Walsh on Febru-

Safety Drills!  
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é.swimming sessions are 

Monday after school from 

3:30 ñ4:15 at the Crystal Pool.  

Thank you to Mr. Tho-

mas, Mr. Fraser., 

Mme Poulin, and Mr. 

Bataller for your refe-
reeing at noon and 

sponsoring our floor-

hockey team. 



Gather up some coins that are less 

than 25 cents in value.  For young 

children use only pennies and 

nickels.  Can your child guess 

how much money you have and 

coins you are holding?  Have 

some extra coins in all denomina-

tions handy so your child can use 

them to solve the problem.  You 

can either give clues òI have 15 

cents in 7 coinsó or have your 

child ask yes/no questions such 

as òDo you have any brown 

coins?ó  As children get more 

experienced you can increase 

the value to 50 cents or less, 75 

cents or less and finally $1.00 or 

less! 

 

Shop the Ads with your child!  
Look at all the supermarket or 
Christmas sale advertisements.  
Choose at least five items that 
the advertisements are featur-
ing.  Cut out the ads, compare 
prices, and determine which are 

the best places to shop.  Why 
did you choose that supermar-
ket or store for your business at 
Christmas time? 

then move into our new gym. 

Currently, the framing of the gym and the wash-

rooms are near completion and the electrical, 

plumbing, roofing, and pouring  

the floor of the mechanical 

room is now taking place.  We 

have approximately 25 workers 

on site.  Parking for workers 

has been provided on the lower  

one third of the field. 

On Friday, Jim Soles, Supervi-

sor of Building Projects for our 

School District, indicated that 

our current renovation schedule 

is being revised for project com-

pletion before school starts in 

September of 2010.  The revised schedule 

is attached.  The major reason for this change 

is that the school spring break is now two 

weeks long and the demolition of the old gym 

and staff room can occur at this time.  We will 

Did you know (DYK) that Math is Everywhere!  

Renovation Up - Date  

  Members-at-Large: 

Kathy Alexander,  
Tammy McKenzie,  
Karen Stevenson,  
Sheena Dumitrescu,  
Audrey Panter,  
Suzanne Sherman,  
Tina Barnswell,  
Kathy Logan. 

The results of the DPAC elections on  

December 3, 2009 are as follows: 
 

 President:  Laura Kaiser 

 Vice President:  Charene Cranston 

 Secretary:  YŀǘŜ hΩwŜƎŀƴ 

 Treasurer:  Cheryl Rothnie 

New DPAC Executive  
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Thank you for taking on these positions!!!  
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Now that there is less daylight and more rain, 

fog, wind and ice, please have your students 

and family members dress 

bright and be extra alert 

while walking, bicycling, tak-

ing the bus, or driving.  

 

Tips for Pedestrians  

*  Children: walk safely with friends away 

from the road edge.  Parents: Model safe  

pedestrian behaviour.  

* Take a giant step back while waiting to 

cross the street at an intersection to avoid 

turning vehicles.  

Make eye contact with drivers so you know 

they see you and they know you see them.  

* Always use designated crossing points 

(signalized, marked, or unmarked at inter-

sections) and obey pedestrian traffic signs 

and signals.  

Look all the way across the road and 

check carefully before entering the next 

travel lane to make sure every vehicle 

has stopped.  

Walk facing traffic where there are no side-

walks.  

* Look carefully before 

you cross driveways 

and alleys.  

 

Tips for Drivers   

Always yield to pedes-

trians.  

*  Always watch for pedestrians stepping 

out from the road edge at intersec-

tions, in  crosswalks, and in every 

travel lane.  A stopped vehicle may be 

waiting for a  pedestrian to cross.  Be 

extra careful when passing stopped ve-

hicles.  

Remember to turn your headlights on 

earlier as dusk sets in and throughout 

the day in dark, wet, and foggy conditions 

to ensure you are visible to pedestrians 

and other vehicles.  

Slow down and keep extra distance be-

tween your vehicle and the one in front.  

It takes longer to stop on wet or slippery 

roads.  

 

Lacrosse is an excellent team sports for boys and girls, ages from 4 to 18.  Please note 

that your child needs to be age 4 by January 1, 2010, to be eligible to play for this sea-

son.  Our season runs from approximately mid March to the end of June.  If you are 

interested, registration is January 10 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Braefoot community 

Centre.  January 23 from 1:00 to 4:00 at Pearkes Recreation Centre in the field house.  

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Boyd at 250 477-

8184 or the Saanich Lacrosse website at www.saanichlacrosse.com.  Please note that 

Saanich Lacrosse has boundaries and that your child may attend a school in Saanich but your resi-

dence may be in the Juan de Fuca or Vic/Esquimalt catchments, and each association needs proof of 

residency.  Fees will be discounted by $20.00 for all new players and for all returning players 

who register by January 23, 2010. 

Lacrosse Season is Coming!!  

Listen to your Road Sense  
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French Immersion parents,  

we are looking for your assistance !!!!  

Mme Cairns and Mrs. Ashurst are looking for parents who would like to help with leveling French 
books in the library. 

Leveling is a system for determining the difficulty of a book.  A leveling system allows students to 
find books that they are able to read independently. 

If interested, parents will: 

receive a section of the list of books available in French in our library.  They will 

search the district website www.frimm.sd61.bc.ca for the book title 

if the book is listed on the website, the level number will be noted on the list. 

 

This work can be done at home (to be completed by an agreed upon date).   When all the books 
on the library list have been researched, we will host an afternoon/evening work party to put level 
stickers on the books. 

If you are interested, please contact Mme Cairns at lcairns@sd61.bc.ca. 

Thank you so much for your interest! 

 

There will be a welcome to school night for all 

new families and kindergarten parents being 

hosted by the board office on :  

Wednesday, January 20, 2010  

7:00 -  8:30 p.m.  

S.J. Willis Auditorium  

Welcome to School Night at School District 61  
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Each month, students are selected from each division to be recognized for an area of particular 
strength as it relates to their learning.  Parents are invited to attend and it was great to see over 40 

parents join us at our last assembly!  It means a great deal to your child.   

The students recognized on December 7 th were: 
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Div. 1  

Caitlin M.,  
Emma M., 
Kaitlyn F.  

Div. 2  

Jarod T., 

Megan W., 

North R.,  Ethan B., 

Mariah G. 

Div. 3  

Andi Z., Athena B.,  

Nicholas B., 

Kaleb M.-B. 

Div. 4  

Amelia S.,  

Amado A.,  Quade P.,  

Danielle W. 

Div. 5  

Sofia D., 

Magnus L., 

Makenna C. 

Div. 6  

Seth S., 

Bradley M. 

Div. 7  

Jack S., Noah T., 

Katia M., Parker C. 

Samantha C.  

Div. 8  

Marissa H., 

Mark E., 

Emily W.

Div. 9  

Chris B., 

Neala H. 

Div. 10 

Graham G., 
Nicole B.,  
Riley A.  

Div. 11 

Hanna W., Hamin K., 
Yumin K.,  
Angelo V.  

Div. 12 

Rhea M.,  

Shannon S., 

Kate M.,  

Sarah T. 

Div. 13 

Aidan P.,  

Marcus M., 

Madeline A. 

Kate M. 

Div. 16 

Shima C.,  

Owen P-K., Remy G., 

Joshua K., Warren S., 

Qaeeza R. 
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