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Subje c t :  Re s ide nt ial Sc hoo ls  

 
VHS, DVD’s  an d CDs  available  for borrowin g t hrough  

the  ANED Re s ourc e  Library  
5 5 6  Bo le s kine  Road, Vic t oria,  B.C.  V8 Z 1 E8  

Te le phone : (2 5 0 ) 4 7 5 -4 1 2 4  

              
 

Aw a k en ing  of El iz a be t h  S h a w , Th e  - Eva  Man ly  a nd  Pa ul Ma n ly  - 25  m in . 
 

In  18 9 8 , E liza beth  Sh a w ca m e to th e Ts im s h ia n  villa ge in  Por t  S im p s on , B.C. to work  a s  th e 

Ma tron  of th e Th om a s  Cros by Boy's  Hom e, a  res iden t ia l s ch ool for  n a t ive ch ild ren .  Th is  is  a  

video a bou t  wh a t  s h e witn es s ed  a n d  wh a t  h a p pen ed  wh en  s h e t r ied  to ch a n ge it . 

 
Before  Colum bus  (CC) - NFBC  
 

Th is  is  a  s er ies  of th ree film s  - Inva s ion , Convers ion , a n d  Rebel l ion  - wh ich  des cr ibe th e 

In d ia n  exper ien ce in  th e Am er ica s  d u r in g th e pa s t  five h u n dred  yea rs .  
 

Pa rt  I - Inva s ion  - NFBC - 50  m in .4 8  s ec. 

Th is  tells  th e rea l s tory of Colu m b u s 's  "d is covery" of th e Am er ica s , a  s tory n ot  often  fou n d  in  

th e h is tory book s .  Th e film  des cr ibes  th e s eizu re of ter r itory on  two con t in en ts  from  th e Arct ic 

to th e t ip  of Tier ra  del Fu ego.  
 

Pa rt  2  - Convers ion  - NFBC - 5 0  m in .11  s ec. 

Th is  s h ows  th a t  th e Eu rop ea n  con qu es t  of th e Am er ica s  wa s  n ot  ju s t  a  s t ru ggle for  ter r itory 

bu t  a  b a t t le for  s ou ls .  Th e pr ies ts  were n ever  fa r  beh in d  th e con qu is ta dors .  Ch u rch es  were 

bu ilt  on  th e ru in s  of tem ples , s a cred  relics  were p lu n d ered , a n d  In d ia n  ch ild ren  were forced  to 

a t ten d  res id en t ia l s ch ools .  Th is  film  recou n ts  th e t ra gic h is tory bu t  a ls o s h ows  th a t  In d ia n  

s p ir itu a lity wa s  n ot  des t royed .  
 

Pa rt  3  - Rebel l ion  - NFBC - 50  m in  2 0  s ec.  

Th is  d es cr ibes  th e wa r  a ga in s t  th e In d ia n s , a  wa r  th a t  h a s  n ever  en ded .  It  is  es t im a ted  th a t  90  

m illion  p eople d ied  in  th is  s la u gh ter  in  th e fir s t  cen tu ry a fter  Colu m b u s .  Th e On a  of Sou th  

Am er ica  were exterm in a ted  in  th e ea r ly pa r t  of th is  cen tu ry, a  fa te s h a red  by m a n y Na t ive 

peoples  s in ce 1 49 2 .  Bu t  peop le a s  d ivers e a s  th e Ku n a  of th e Ca r ibb ea n  coa s t  of Pa n a m a , th e 

Ika  of Colom bia , th e Siou x of th e Bla ck  Hills  of Da k ota  a n d  th e Moh a wk of Qu eb ec con t in u e to 

figh t  for  th eir  la n d , th eir  r igh ts , a n d  th eir  cu ltu re.  

 
Bey ond  t h e  S h a d ow s  - Gry phon  Prod uctions  - 2 8  m in . 
 

A p owerfu l d ocu m en ta ry a bou t  th e lega cy of Na t ive In d ia n  Boa rd in g Sch ools .  Th e video 

tou ch es  on  th e h is tor ica l ba ckgrou n d  of th es e s ch ools , bu t  p r im a r ily dep icts  pa in fu l pers on a l 

exper ien ces : th e ca u s es  of m u lt i-gen era l gr ief a n d  th e h ea lin g proces s es  u n d erwa y in  

com m u n it ies  tod a y. 
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Bey ond  S urviva l  - - Nuu-Cha h-Nu lth  Triba l Council - 8 8  m in . 
 

Res id en t ia l Sch ool Con feren ce of Nu u -ch a h -n u lth  people - 19 9 4 . 

 
Circ les  - It 's  Abou t  Jus t ice  (CC) - NFBC - 57  m in ., 4 5  s ec. 
 

A film  a b ou t  ju s t ice a n d  com m u n ity h ea lin g, Circ les  is  a n  in s ide look  a t  s en ten cin g circles  - a n  

a ltern a t ive a p proa ch  to ju s t ice in  th e Yu k on .  By br in gin g togeth er  th e perpet ra tor  of a  cr im e, 

h is  or  h er  vict im s , peers  a n d  elders , s en ten cin g circles  focu s  on  fin d in g wa ys  to h ea l th e 

offen der , th e vict im  a n d  th e com m u n ity, in s tea d  of s im ply on  p u n is h m en t .  For  m a n y 

Ab or igin a l m en  in  th e Nor th , goin g to ja il wa s  a  n a tu ra l exten s ion  of a t ten d in g res id en t ia l 

s ch ools  ru n  by m is s ion a r ies .  For  s om e, circle s en ten cin g is  a  wa y to re -con n ect  with  th eir  

s p ir itu a l t ra d it ion s  a n d  to b rea k  a wa y from  th e cycle of cr im e, cou r t , p r is on .  Th e Yu k on  is  th e 

fir s t  ju r is d ict ion  in  Nor th  Am er ica  to u s e s en ten cin g circles  in  pa r tn ers h ip  with  th e form a l 

ju s t ice s ys tem .  Som e of th e ex-offen ders  a n d  vict im s  p or t ra yed  in  Circ les  a re n ow h elp in g to 

s et  u p  circle s en ten cin g in  Am er ica n  in n er  cit ies  a n d  s u b u rbs .  

 
Fa llen  Fea t h er ,  Th e  (DVD) - Fa llen  Feather Prod uctions  - 9 3  m in  

 

In d ia n  In d u s t r ia l res id en t ia l Sch ools  Ca n a dia n  Federa t ion .  

 
Hea ling  t h e  Hurt s  - Phil Lucas  Prod uctions  - 59  m in . 
 

Th e m em ory of th e In d ia n  res iden t ia l s ch ool exper ien ce prod u ces  s t ron g em ot ion s  for  m os t  

Na t ive people: pa in , a n ger , los s , a n d  b it tern es s .  Direct ly or  in d irect ly, it  a ffects  a ll Na t ive 

people of a ll gen era t ion s  in  Ca n a da .  Th is  vid eo wa s  prod u ced  a t  th e requ es t  of a  grou p  of 

s u rvivors  of th e In d ia n  res id en t ia l s ch ool s ys tem  wh o ga th ered  a t  Alka li La ke to pa r t icip a te in  a  

h ea lin g circle.  Th is  s pecia l grou p  of people wa n ted  to s h a re th eir  exper ien ce with  oth ers  by 

m ea n s  of a  docu m en t a ry film .  Th e com m u n ity-level p roces s  of forgiven es s  a n d  rea ch in g ou t  for  

pers on a l well-bein g provides  a  m odel for  u n ders ta n d in g a n d  h ea lin g th e h u r ts  a n d  s h a m e of 

th e res iden t ia l s ch ool exper ien ce.  

 
Kup er  Is la nd  - Re t urn  t o t h e  Hea l ing  Circ le  - Gum boot Prod u ctions  - 4 4  m in . 
 

Th ey ca lled  it  Alca t ra z.  It  wa s  th e Ku per  Is la n d  Res id en t ia l Sch ool, a n d  it  s tood  on  a  rem ote 

is la n d  off th e coa s t  of Br it is h  Colu m bia .  For  a lm os t  a  cen tu ry, h u n dreds  of Coa s t  Sa lis h  

ch ild ren  were s en t  to Ku per  Is la n d .  Som e d ied  t r yin g to es ca pe on  logs , a cros s  th e wa ter .  

Ma n y m ore d ied  la ter , t ryin g to es ca pe th eir  m em or ies .  Now, twen ty yea rs  a fter  th e s ch ool 

clos ed , th e s u rvivors  a re em b a rk in g on  a  rem a rka ble s p ir itu a l jou rn ey.  For  th em , th e h ea lin g 

t im e h a s  com e.  
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Mis s ion  S ch ool  S y nd rom e (CC) - BC Learn ing Con nection  - Min  of Ed ucation  - 5 8  m in .   

Gra d es  1 1 -1 2  
 

An  in -d ep th  view of th e h is tory a n d  on goin g im p a ct  of th e m is s ion a ry a n d  res id en t ia l s ch ool 

s ys tem  in n  th e Yu kon  Ter r itory from  it s  in cep t ion  in  189 3  u n t il recen t  t im es .  Exa m in es  th e 

role th es e s ch ools  h a d  in  fu lfillin g th e Ca n a dia n  govern m en t’s  p olicy of a s s im ila t ion  a n d  h ow a  

con t in u in g cycle of fa m ily b rea k d own  wa s  crea ted .  Th e vid eo a ls o s pen ds  a  s h or t  a m ou n t  of 

t im e expla in in g wh a t  Mis s ion  Sch ool Syn drom e is .  In terviews  with  s u rvivors , form er  

a dm in is t ra tors , h is tor ia n s , a n d  religiou s  officia ls  a re com bin ed  with  s t ill ph otogra ph s , a rch iva l 

foota ge, p r im a ry docu m en ts  a n d  cu r ren t  vid eo of th e bu ild in gs  to give a  wide ra n ge of 

pers pect ives  on  th is  top ic.  

 
Mot h er  of Ma ny  Ch ild ren  - NFBC - 5 7  m in . 50  s ec. 
 

An  exa m in a t ion  of th e role, s ocia liza t ion  a n d  livin g con dit ion s  of Ca n a dia n  n a t ive wom en , th is  

film  focu s es  on  th e cycles  of pers on a l growth  from  b ir th  to old  a ge, a s  exper ien ced  a n d  

recou n ted  by In d ia n  a n d  In u it  wom en  in  a  s er ies  of in terviews .  Th e u s e of a rch iva l m a ter ia l to 

d is cu s s  th e lon g-term  effects  of res id en t ia l s ch oolin g on  In d ia n  ch ild ren  a n d  th e con s idera t ion  

of h ow In d ia n  wom en 's  r ole h a s  been  s h a p ed  by dom in a t in g In s t itu t ion s  a d d  to th e film 's  

u s efu ln es s  in  th e cla s s room .  

 
Muffins  for  Gra nny  (DVD) - Mon grel Med ia  – 8 0  m in . 

 

Th e s a n d  h is tory of th e Ca n a dia n  govern m en t’s  res id en t ia l s ch ool p rogra m m e h a s  h a d  a  

p rofou n d  effect  on  Fir s t  Na t ion s  peoples  a cros s  th e cou n try.  For  film m a k er  Na dia  McLa ren , it ’s  

a  pers on a l h is tory a s  well; h er  Ojibwa y gra n dm oth er  wa s  forced  in to a  res iden t ia l s ch ool a n d  

it s  repercu s s ion s  h a ve ech oed  th rou gh  h er  fa m ily.  Lookin g to u n ders ta n d  h er  lovin g, b u t  

t rou bled , gra n d m oth er .  McLa ren  in terviews  s even  Fir s t  Na t ion s  elders  a b ou t  th eir  exper ien ces  

in  res iden t ia l s ch ools .  Mixin g s ta rk  a n im a ted  m om en ts  with  h u m a n  fa ces  a n d  h om e m ovie 

foota ge.  Muffins  for Gra nny  is  a  ra w a n d  h on es t  docu m en ta ry a b ou t  a  d ifficu lt  ch a p ter  in  

Ca n a dia n  h is tory – a  ch a p ter  th a t , for  s om e, is  n ot  over . 

 
Nis ga ’a  Da ncing  in  Bot h  World s  – (DVD) – Kinetic Vid eo – 4 3  m in . 

 

Sin ce t im e im m em or ia l, in  Nor th  Wes t  Br it is h  Colu m bia , K’a lii-Aks im  Lis im s  – th e grea t  River  

Na s s  a n d  s u r rou n din g m ou n ta in s  h a ve been  h om e to th e Nis ga ’a  people.  Th ou gh  s u s ta in ed  by 

th e n a tu ra l r ich n es s  of th eir  h om ela n d , th eir s  is  a  h is tory of s u rviva l.  In  th e 18
th

 Cen tu ry, a  

deva s ta t in g volca n o eru p ted  k illin g th ou s a n ds  of people a s  it  s p rea d  m olten  la va  d own  th e 

va lley.   Explorers , m is s ion a r ies  a n d  govern m en t  repres en ta t ives  b oth  fro m  Victor ia  a n d  Ot ta wa  

in va d ed  th eir  la n d s  b r in gin g with  th em  wh ite m an ’s  d is ea s es  a n d  a lien  wa ys , in clu d in g th e 

t ra gedy of th e Res id en t ia l Sch ools .  For  13  yea rs , Ch iefs  a n d  lea ders  con t r ived  to ga in  

a ckn owledgem en t  of p os s es s ion  a n d  con t rol of th eir  r igh t fu l terr itor ies , cu lm in a t in g in  20 01  

wh en  th e Ca ld er  Ca s e led  by la wyer  Tom  Berger  fin a lly fou n d  s u cces s  a t  th e Su prem e Cou r t  of 

Ca n a da .  Lega l r igh t  to th eir  a n ces t ra l ter r itor ies  led  to th e Fin a l Agreem en t  es ta b lis h in g 

con dit ion s  of s elf govern m en t .  
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Pull ing  Toge t h er  S er ies  - An Unt old  B.C. His t ory  - BC Hy d ro & Know led ge 

Netw ork  
 

Th is  p rogra m  exa m in es  th e ea r ly developm en t  of rela t ion s  b etween  s et t ler s  a n d  a bor igin a l 

people a n d  th e form a t ion  of colon ia l govern m en t  policy rega rd in g th e a b or igin a l people  of B.C.  

From  fir s t  con ta ct  in  th e la te 17 0 0’s  th rou gh  to th e es ta b lis h m en t  of res erves  a n d  res iden t ia l 

s ch ools , Con federa t ion  a n d  th e In d ia n  Act , it  p rovides  a  h is tor ica l overview th a t  is  n ot  often  

ta u gh t .  Des p ite a  h is tory of p roh ib it ive legis la t ion  a n d  regu la t ion , we witn es s  th e cu ltu ra l 

ren ewa l of people.   

 
S t olen  Ch ild ren  (DVD) CBC Learring  4 7  m in .4 5  s ec  

 

After  deca des  of wa it in g, Ab or igin a l Ca n a dia n s  received  a  form a l a p ology from  th e federa l 

govern m en t  on  J u n e 11 , 20 0 8 .  Th is  la n d m a rk  even t  in  Ca n a dia n  h is tory recogn ized  th e los s  of 

cu ltu re ca u s ed  by th e ch u rch -ru n  res iden t ia l s ch ools  th a t  th ou s a n ds  of Abor igin a l ch ild ren  

were forced  to a t ten d .  It  a ls o a ckn owledged  th e p h ys ica l a n d  s exu a l a b u s e th a qt  m a n y s u ffered  

in  th os e in s t itu t ion s .   In  th is  pa ck a ge of d ocu m en ta r ies  from  The Na tiona l, CBC explores  th e 

im pa ct  of res iden t ia l s ch ools  on  form er  s tu den ts  a n d  th e la rger  com m u n ity, p res en t in g idea s  

for  wh a t  m ore ca n  be don e to a d dres s  th is  p a in fu l ch a p ter  in  Ca n a da ’s  h is tory.  

 
Wa nd er ing  S p ir i t  S urvi va l  S ch ool  - NFBC - 27  m in ., 3 2  s ec. 
 

Th is  s ch ool, orga n ized  b y con cern ed  p a ren ts , b roke with  t ra d it ion  by in t rodu cin g s u b jects  th a t  

a re of pa r t icu la r  releva n ce to it s  pu p ils .  In d ia n  legen ds , t ra d it ion s , la n gu a ges  a n d  cra ft s  

ba la n ce th e p rogra m  of a ca d em ic s u b jects  requ ired  by th e On ta r io Min is t ry of Edu ca t ion .  Th e 

exper ien ce of th e ch ild ren  a t  Wa n der in g Spir it  is  con t ra s ted  with  th e very d ifferen t  life 

exper ien ced  by th eir  pa ren ts , s ch ooled  in  th e old  res iden t ia l s ch ools .  

 
Wh ere  t h e  S p ir i t  Lives  - Beacon  Film s  - 1 0 8  m in . 
 

Set  in  193 7 , a m id  th e Ca n a dia n  Rockies , Wh ere  Th e  S p ir i t  Lives  is  th e u p lift in g s tory of 

Am elia , a  cou ra geou s  you n g Bla ckfoot  In d ia n  gir l, a n d  h er  p ligh t  to es ca p e th e h or rors  th a t  

wh ite s ociety forced  u p on  h er .  Kidn a pped  from  h er  res er ve by th e govern m en t  a n d  p la ced  in  

a n  In d ia n  Res id en t ia l Sch ool,  

Am elia  s t ru ggles  to reta in  h er  h er ita ge in  a  s u r rou n din g determ in ed  to wipe ou t  a n y ves t iges  of 

h er  n a t ive cu ltu re.  With  on ly th e h elp  of Ka th leen , a  com p a s s ion a te tea ch er  wh o befr ien d s  h er , 

Am elia  m u s t  fin d  with in  h ers elf th e cou ra ge to live in  wh a t  wh ite s ociety ca lls  civiliza t ion , a  

p la ce th a t  is  for  h er  a  foreign  a n d  h os t ile en viron m en t .  

 


