
 
 



 

This book is based on a true story.  My people have lived in the mountains of northern California for many centuries.  They belong to the Mountain Maidu and the Hamawi Pit-River 

tribes.  In the old days, they hunted deer and gathered roots, vegetables and acorns in the beautiful baskets they made.  Everything they needed to make a good life was around them. 

The lives of my people changed in many ways after the European settlers came.  One change was that Indian children were taken to boarding schools to live apart from their families 

for the entire school year.  These schools were created especially for Indian children with the idea that they needed to unlearn their Indian ways and live as the settler did. 

My grandparents went to these schools and so did their children, including my uncle Stanley and my dad who was called “Benny Len.”  Their school in Riverside was hundreds of miles 

from their home in Susanville near To-Tim Tamne (Medicine Mountain).  Although the school paid for children to take the train to get there, it did not always pay to send them home 

for summer vacation.  This is the storey of how my dad and uncle found their way home one summer in the 1930s, when they were very young.                             Judith Lowrey 



 

Pages 70-71 




	Elementary_Level_Residential_School_Books
	1617_001

